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Life insurance should be more than just DEATH 
benefit. It should also afford security for 
LIVING. The new double-purpose Endowment- 
at-Age-65 plan now offered by the JEWISH 
NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE provides both 
protection for your family and security for 
you. Issued in amounts from $500 to $5,000, 
to men and women from 16 to 55 years of age, 
this new ALLIANCE plan is the most practical 
and economical available. If you are already 
a member of the ALLIANCE, you can add an 
Endowment-at-Age-65 policy to your other 
ALLIANCE benefits—if you are not yet a 
member, make this new plan the basis of 
membership. 


In addition to its cooperative benefit 
system, the ALLIANCE offers you a 
congenial, comradely environment 
and a rich program of educational, 
social, Jewish national and Labor 
Zionist activities. THE ALLIANCE 
SERVES THE JEWISH PEOPLE AS 
WELL AS YOU AND YOUR FAMILY. 
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“Alma Mater Thy Praises” 


One always tends to romanticize the 
memories of college. There were the 
rolling lawns of the campus and the 
soft Gothic lines of the Arts College 
and football games on Saturday after- 
noons and the shelter of books. Few 
colleges are so big that everybody did 
not know almost everybody else, at 
least to say Hello to. There was always 
that pervading feeling of warmth and 
honesty and community of interest and 
purpose. 

One only recalls the pleasant mem- 
ories, especially about college: the bull- 
sessions in the common rooms on every 
conceivable subject, the Christmas 
vacation spent on the farm of a friend, 
forty miles away, the intercollegiate 
conferences with all their enthusiasm, 
the complete nights spent awake, put- 
ting out the campus daily. 


One tends to forget the unpleasant 
details, the remembrances of petty an- 
noyances, like the time that theology 
student and the big-shot in the officers’ 
corps tried to organize an anti-Semitic 
fascist movement under the influence 
of a German exchange student. Or the 
time the president of the university 
told the largest newspaper in town that 
radical activities on the campus were 
limited to “a handful of Jewish Com- 
munists.” Or the time those Gentile 
fraternities walked out on the Inter- 
fraternity Council, because they would 
not belong to an organization that 
admits Jews. 

* * * 


One tends to be shocked by letters. 
Anti-Semitism on the campus has 
grown so it has become a serious prob- 
lem. There isn’t anything that you can 
really pin down, but the air is full of it, 
and the tension is getting everybody. 
Several of the non-Jewish fraternity 
heads have asked me about it. They 
have noticed it, too, and are worried. 
It's the war, partly. Despite what 
you read in the papers, the war comes 
slowly to colleges. There are a few 
activities, of course, such-as Red Cross 
and a Civilian Defense unit. But no- 
thing really big. The first spearhead of 
war on the campus was the mouth-to- 
mouth slander that the Jews are not 
enlisting, that they are dodging the 
draft. A couple of people have asked 
me about this. I told them, but I could 
see that they were not convinced. 
There was a suggestion that the Jew- 
ish students hold a meeting. There are 
five hundred of us, after all, almost ten 
per cent of the total enrollment. But 
then somebody asked what we had to 
talk about. He was right, too. There is 
nothing definite, nothing tangible. Just 
that you can feel it in your bones. You 
can feel it in the way some of your 
friends look at you in that embarrassed 
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manner, or shift on their feet when 
they talk to you. They don’t believe it, 
but can’t get rid of their suspicions. 
They feel guilty, and probably blame 
me for their own feeling of guilt. One 
of them told me that he knew me 
longer and better than the fellow who 
had told him about the Jews dodging 
the draft. But you know how it is. I 
knew. 

Your friend B. hasn’t learned any- 
thing yet. Even he feels it, of course, 
but his solution is that the Jewish stu- 
dents not try so hard. They headed all 
the years in medicine last year, you 
know, and made a damned good show- 
ing in Arts. He says that is bad, and 
that we should not push ourselves. His 
whole bunch agrees with him. Chalk 
up one whole fraternity of appeasing 
Jews for the old school. 

The Dean of Women called A. in 
for a conference the other day. A. has 
become the official Jew on the campus 
since you left, and is doing a better job 
of it, if you ask me. Her ideas are the 


same, but she manages to make them 
less obnoxious to people who disagree. 

Miss F. (the dean of women) also 
remarked that she had noticed the 
growth of this “anti-group feeling.” 
She thought it was because the Jewish 
girls tend to segregate themselves. 
They always hung around together, es- 
pecially in the halls. I guess this is true 
enough, but dear old Miss F. has the 
cart before the horse, as usual. Do you 
remember when that girl from out-of- 
town had a nervous breakdown when 
she was blackballed from the sorority 
she had set her heart on? They were 
pretty frank about it, too. They had 
nothing against her; they just wouldn’t 
admit Jews. As if she knew anything 
about Jews. 

To get back to Miss F., she thought 
that if there was a smaller Jewish en- 
rollment among the boys that would 
help. The prejudice, she said, is not 
against the individual, but against the 
group. She ended up by telling A. that 
she liked her as well as she liked any 
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INDIA 


iw THAT Sir Stafford Cripps seems to have 
brought back with him from his mission to 
India is his own prestige. It is true that none of us 
here can be fully familiar with the many intricate 
problems involved in the Indian situation, neverthe- 
less Nehru’s reproach to the American critics of Indi- 
an intransigency is not wholly justified. Some of the 
main outlines of the Indian situation are to be dis- 
cerned clearly enough and it is on the basis of these 
that we can attempt to review the obstacles in the 
way of a settlement. 

The attitude of Mahatma Gandhi presents the 
greatest puzzle. He tried to evade a conference with 
Cripps by claiming that he was only a private indi- 
vidual, yet no steps were taken by the Congress leaders 
without the knowledge and consent of the Mahatma. 
The Congress leaders, with Gandhi’s consent, were 
willing to negotiate with Cripps on the basis of India’s 
participation in the war, although Gandhi himself 
has not repudiated his pacifism and his doctrine of 
passive resistance. 

The Congress had maintained before the arrival 
of Sir Stafford Cripps that a pledge by Britain to give 
India Dominion status would not form a basis for 
negotiations, since the position of India was not anal- 
ogous to those of Australia and Canada which are 
settled by people of British stock. But the same Con- 
gress leaders were prepared to compromise on that 
score, and the negotiations weré wrecked over the 


question of the right of the Moslems to form an inde-- 


pendent federation. The Congress leaders advanced 
the argument that a division of the country according 
to religion would constitute a return to medievalism, 
and that it would run counter to the principle of secu- 
lar nationalism which has already asserted itself in 
Turkey and Iran and is steadily gaining in other Mos- 
lem countries. 

But the British government could not ignore the 
desires and aspirations of ninety million Moslems, 
especially now since they supply more soldiers than 
the Hindus. Unfortunately, most Moslems in India 
entertain real misgivings about the chances for a 
genuine and lasting understanding between Hindus 
and Moslems. The peace and harmony some years ago 
symbolized by the intimate friendship between 


Gandhi and the brothers Ali gave way to dissen- 
sion when political life became more intense. Jinnah 
himself, the President of the Moslem League, is a 
former member of the Congress. One cannot leave 
out of account that the distinction between Moslems 
and Hindus involves much more than abstract reli- 
gious beliefs and church affiliations. It embraces al- 
most every phase of life. Islam is, or believes itself 
to be, democratic, Hinduism divides men into castes; 
to a Hindu a cow is a sacred mother, to a Moslem she 
is potential beef. Recently in one of the provinces 
with a Congress Administration the slaughter of cows 
was prohibited by law and the Moslem minority 
complained of a violation of its civic rights; the music 
of Hindu festivals is taboo to the Moslems; the 
Moslems write their Urdu language with Arabic let- 
ters, the Hindus write their Hindi, which is almost 
an identical language, with the Nagri script, while 
the former draws on Arabic and Persian and the latter 
on ancient Sanscrit for new words. Since the Urdu- 
Hindi is the only logical common vernacular for an 
all-India federation, the above diffierences present a 
formidable obstacle to union. 

There are various economic problems involved in 
the differences between Moslems and Hindus; there 
is the very serious problem of the sixty million un- 
touchables in India, and there are many other ques- 
tions which neither Cripps nor anybody else outside 
of the people of India themselves can solve. England 
cannot be expected to evolve a plan for India which 
would forcibly place the Moslems or the native prin- 
cipalities into an all-India federation against their 
will, and risk civil war while a formidable enemy is 
at the gate. 

The British plan formulated by Sir Stafford Cripps 
was the most statesmanlike and most objective that 
could be expected at this moment. Whatever Eng- 
land’s wrongdoings in the past, this time she did not 
sin. The recent negotiations have demonstrated the 
difficult and complicated nature of India’s problems 
and India’s disunity. The people of India themselves 
will have to find the proper solution. Chaos and civil 
strife cannot be prevented and India’s future cannot 
be built by the mere cry of “breaking the rule of 
British Imperialism.” 


THAN 





noon—almost an hour without leaving 





girl on the campus. And, of course, she 
didn’t believe the horrible stories that 
were being circulated, although she had 
heard them repeated by a very prom- 
inent member of the faculty. But we 
must try to mingle a little bit more, and 
not make ourselves so different. 

And the president of one of the big 
clubs told me that it was a Jewish war 
and, although the whole country was in 


it and he didn’t want to be unpatriotic, 
it did seem silly to him. 

That’s about all for now. A. sends 
her regards as do the boys in the pool- 
room and on the Daily. 


* +. * 
It’s a large campus, one of the larg- 


est. One remembers the slow, delight- 
ful walking on a sunny spring after- 


the grounds. One remembers that this 
is the time of year when the old gar- 
dener starts chasing freshmen away 
from his tulips, and everybody is wor- 
ried about all the work they haven't 
done all term, and there is studying on 
the hill behind the library. 
Gaudeamus igitur... 
Reuven Frank 
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MUCH ADO ABOUT SOMETHING 


HE COMMOTION AROUSED BY MILTON MAYER’S 

“The Case Against the Jews” in the Saturday 
Evening Post is far more significant than the article 
itself. Now that the hue and cry is beginning to sub- 
side, it is instructive to take note of the reaction. 
What is most striking is the confusion that prevailed 
among the critics. Communists perceived the cloven 
hoof of Trotzky in Mayer's isolationist stand. Sidney 
Hook, in a trenchant analysis, took the trouble to pre- 
sent Mr. Mayer in his true colors as the disciple of the 
mediaevalist Mortimer Adler. PM took up the gaunt- 
let for outraged Jewry in a rousing editorial. A Revi- 
sionist publication applauded Mayer for his attack on 
assimilationist tendencies. Some Jews felt a certain 
sympathy for the Mayer diatribe against Jewish escap- 
ism. Some Gentiles detected in Jewish objections the 
familiar morbid Jewish sensitiveness which made 
frank discussion of Jewish problems so difficult. And 
the Saturday Evening Post ended up by assuring all 
and sundry that it had meant no offense. After all, 
Mayer had attacked the Gentiles as sharply as the 
Jews. Why can’t the Jews take it? 

Did the Jews and their champions exaggerate? By 
no means. The Mayer contribution to the discussion 
of the Jewish problem is a callow piece which con- 
tains a fat kernel of impudence covered over by a few 
husks of truth. His attack on Jews who change their 
names, who shorten their noses, who strive to shake 
off their special Jewish identity, is old stuff. It has 
long been part of the stock-in-trade of all Jews who 
oppose a craven assimilationism. The Mayer assump- 
tion of Messianic robes in his outcry that he, Milton 
Mayer, has the answer—Jews must return “to the 
radical righteousness of the prophets’—is merely a 
piece of journalistic bathos. Stuff like the “Jew will 
be saved when he saves his own soul” is a fine ringing 
phrase, but in the Mayer tirade it sounds more like a 
sophomore letting off steam than like a prophetic 
revelation. 

Were Mayer eighteen years old, and had he pub- 
lished his effusion in the monthly bulletin of some 
local Young Men’s Hebrew Association, the article 
might have been viewed as a bright, cocky piece, a bit 
ill-advised but indicating that its author was “promis- 
ing.” But Mayer is not eighteen, and he managed to 
place his brain-child in the Saturday Evening Post. 
And that is precisely the trouble. That is why state- 
ments which might otherwise be dismissed as merely 
superficial or brash, must be taken seriously and eval- 
uated from the viewpoint of their possible effect on 
the vast non-Jewish public which reads them. 

An article in the Saturday Evening Post, bearing 
the title “The Case Against the Jews,” whose first 
paragraph contains the following sentences: “The 
Jews of America are afraid that their number is up 
... they know that the postwar collapse will remind 
a bitter and bewildered nation that ‘the Jews got us 
into the war.’ The Jews of America are afraid,” is a 


vicious article. It doesn’t matter how much elegant 
hash about the beauties of orthodoxy and the return 
to God friend Mayer slings around. The picture of 
the “materialist” Jew, creature of a materialist age, 
that Mayer presents is so monstrously distorted that 
some paragraphs could probably make the grade in 
Social Justice. Nowhere in his attack does Mayer in- 
dicate that there is any kind of Jew other than the 
craven, money-greedy creature he describes. The only 
tolerable Jew mentioned in the Mayer catalogue is an 
orthodox Jew in Warsaw who reads his prayer-book 
while a Stormtrooper cuffs him. There are apparently 
no decent Jews nearer home. 

“The Jew, if he wanted to crawl into the modern 
world, had to stoop even lower than the Gentile.” 
This is a fair sample of the Mayer thesis and the 
Mayer style. There have been times and places when 
such sentiments might have been viewed as exagger- 
ated expressions of a passionate pro-Jewishness. The 
shepherd castigates his flock to call it back to the 
orthodox fold. But this is not the time, and the Satur- 
day Evening Post is certainly not the place. An utter- 
ance can not be made in a vacuum. It must be heard 
to achieve reality. Mr. Mayer's apologies that 
“nothing anybody ever said ever created any anti- 
Semitism, and nothing anybody ever will say will ever 
do away with any,” is another one of those dapper 
generalizations with which he makes so free. A lot of 
Hitler stooges throughout the land are busily dis- 
proving the first half of this statement, and if Mayer 
was so sure about the second half what impelled him 
to break his silence? 

An article like Mayer’s because of its false emphasis 
and its distortions can only serve to intensify anti- 
Jewish prejudice. That was probably not Mayer's 
deliberate intention, but beyond a certain point sensa- 
tional antics cease to be irresponsible and become 
criminal. Nor is there an excuse in the fact that May- 
er’s account of the Gentile is almost as unflattering as 
that of the Jew. A Gentile reader knows perfectly well 
that what Mayer has to say about the Gentiles doesn’t 
apply to most of them. The reader knows better. But 
he’s not so sure about the Jews. After all, Mayer 
ought to have the low-down on his “own people.” 
Furthermore, if you offer a lion and a lamb to a pack 
of wolves, you cannot, after the lamb has been rent, 
claim that you had been strictly impartial. You 
might, if you were past the age of six, have suspected 
that no harm would befall the lion, but that little 
would remain of the lamb. 

What conscious part the Saturday Evening Post 
has played in all this, is obscure. The three articles on 
the Jewish question which they ran, each presented a 
different viewpoint. Zionists were outraged by Jer- 
ome Frank’s assimilationist composition, but in no 
sense could it be viewed as anti-Semitic. Waldo 
Frank’s article made an eloquent plea for the Jew as 
the national bearer of the democratic idea]. So far so 





é 


good. Nevertheless, it is curious that the Saturday 
Evening Post chose to conclude its series with the 
Mayer concoction. Finis opus coronat. Why the 
editors decided to give the least-known of the three 
contributors the final, therefore most emphatic, voice 
in the discussion, is a mystery. Furthermore, editors 
of the Saturday Evening Post know their public to 
perfection. They could have harbored no illusions as 
to the therapeutic effect of Milton Mayer’s article. 
Smart people don’t let children play with firecrackers 
near an open powder-keg—not unless they want 
somebody to get hurt. 

It is therefore not surprising that American Jews 
have been profoundly stirred by Mayer’s article, des- 
pite its essential triviality. They still cannot under- 
stand why the Saturday Evening Post put a viciously 
irresponsible journalist in a position where he could 
play with dynamite. 


THE WAY OF PALESTINE CENSORS 


ALESTINE CENSORSHIP invents the strangest 
means for arousing the war spirit of Palestine 
Jewry. The full story will not be known until after 
the war, since the very same officials who in their infi- 
nite wisdom censor the Chanukah message of a 
Scotch divine and ban the Hebrew translations of 
Dorothy Thompson’s columns, will not permit an 
' authentic story of their censorship to pass their hands. 

But we get an occasional glimpse of the odd manner 
in which the anti-Nazi war is being pursued by the 
British officials in the country which is the key to 
the Middle East. We know enough to state that no- 
where in the whole British Empire is any part of the 
population kept muzzled as is the Palestine Jewish 
community, in which there is not the slightest danger 
of a fifth column. 

In our March issue we reprinted the story about the 
deletions made by the censors in a message addressed 
to the Jews by Norman MacLean, former moderator 
of the Church of Scotland, on the occasion of Chanu- 
kah and Christmas which happened to coincide. The 
document bears out the allegation repeatedly made by 
Lord Wedgwood that the key officials in the Holy 
Land were infected with the virus of anti-Semitism. 

Recently we received material which is just as 
illuminating as the above document. A few very re- 
sponsible and intensely loyal Jews in Palestine have 
found it necessary to publish a clandestine Hebrew 
newspaper in which they can print things that 

‘the censor refuses to permit in the legitimate 
Hebrew press. A few issues of the publication have 
reached our hands. They contain such “seditious” 
material as reprints from the New York Forward, the 
London News-Chronicle, the London Daily Mirror 
and the speeches in the British House of Commons, 
about the spread of anti-Semitism in Canada and in 
England; excerpts from British and American news- 
papers about the war aims of the democracies, about 
Anthony Eden’s speech and the Arab policy of the 
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British government, the authors being Freda Kirch- 
wey, Dorothy Thompson and the editor of the London 
Spectator. Then there are letters from Syria and Leb- 
anon, containing information about the pro-Nazi ac- 
tivities of the Mufti bands in the neighboring coun- 
tries and questions in the British Parliament about 
Jewish mobilization for the British army; reports 
about pro-Nazi activities of the Mufti adherents in 
Palestine and excerpts from Arab speeches held on 
the Berlin radio. The piece de resistance is a story of 
the exploits of Captain Charles Wingate in Abyssinia. 
Wingate, who is now very popular in England, is one 
of the few high British officials who served in Pales- 
time and who showed a warm sympathetic interest for 
the Jews and their Homeland. Presumably once a 
British official is so remiss in his duty as to favor the 
Zionists and the Balfour Declaration, not even his 
victories in Abyssinia can make his name fit to be 
printed in Palestine. 


How To DiscourRAGE JEWS 
FroM ENLISTING 


oe FALL, when the Jewish Agency in Palestine 
conducted a recruiting campaign for a Jewish 
unit in the British Army, the British Administration 
in Palestine was faced with a dilemma: helping the 
campaign would mean helping Britain win the war, 
hindering the campaign would mean discouraging the 
Jews—which was more important? We have an in- 
teresting document in the form of a letter from 
Palestine which managed to escape the watchful eyes 
of the censors. This letter may be said to be another 
“exhibit” in the evidence against the Palestine Ad- 
ministration. 

In connection with the campaign the Jewish Agency 
asked permission to publish pamphlets in Hebrew 
urging enlistment, to provide the recruits with 
blue-and-white arm-bands to be worn until the regu- 
lar uniforms were given out, and to do a few other 
things of this nature, which, in the Agency’s opinion, 
would help the campaign. After protracted negoti- 
ations, the Agency was informed by the authorities 
that the request for arm-bands could not be granted, 
that the pamphlets would have to be submitted to the 
censors and that they must not contain any material 
except direct references to enlistment in His Majesty’s 
Armed Forces. The Agency gave in. And it was only 
then that a long series of irritating procrastinations 
and equivocations began, the object of which seemed 
to be to discourage the Jews as much as possible. 
The Jews of Palestine have never permitted them- 
selves to believe these snobbish and incompetent offi- 
cials to be the true representatives of the British 
people, least of all at this time when Britain is fight- 
ing the battle of democracy. But the part played by 
the Palestine Administration deserves some attention. 

How far the Palestine Administration is ready to 
go in sabotaging the Jewish war effort may be seen 
from the following instances: 
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In its effort to make Jewish enlistments in the 
country approach the nature of a conscription, the 
Yishuv, lacking government authority, uses organized 
social pressure. Thus, employees of national organiza- 
tions who are considered eligible for enlistment are 
dismissed from their jobs. Far from encouraging this 
attitude, the government places obstacles in its way. 
According to our letter, the government forced the 
Tel Aviv municipality to re-instate some of its officials 
dismissed as eligible for enlistment. An employee of 
the Jewish Agency who refused to enlist and was 
discharged from his position, was immediately en- 
gaged by the Agricultural Department of His Maj- 
esty’s Government in Palestine. 

To appreciate fully the humiliation and the hypoc- 
risy involved in all these acts one must note the fact 
that only recently a special legion was formed in Syria 
consisting of Druses, a people numbering fifty thou- 
sand souls all told. 


THE RETURN OF THE ARAB PRODIGALS 


HE GATES OF PALESTINE ARE NOT AS TIGHTLY 

shut as one may be led to gather from continual 
Jewish complaints. Followers of the former Grand 
Mufti of Jerusalem, who had been exiled for foment- 
ing riots, have been permitted to come home and 
there is every prospect that the first batch of home- 
comers is to be followed by another and yet another. 


According to the uncensored document from Pales- 
tine in our possession, the repatriated friends of the 
Mufti have already resumed their activities. They 
come from Iraq where they have helped the Mufti to 
foment trouble for the British. Now that Iraq is 
under British control and the Mufti safely in Berlin, 
his followers find asylum under the protecting wings 
of the Palestine officials who somehow or other could 
never catch the Mufti when the catching was good. 
Negotiations are now being conducted with Jamal al- 
Husseini, the Mufti’s first lieutenant, and Daud al- 
Husseini, “Minister” of Assassinations in the “cab- 
inet” of the Mufti. 


MaAcMiIcHAEL IN LONDON 


VEN THE BUSY AND CARE-LADEN STATESMEN 

of England finally realized that things have gone 

too far in Palestine. After the Struma tragedy they 

could no longer refuse to believe that something is 

wrong with the administration of the Holy Land. 

This explains why Sir Harold MacMichael is now in 

London and why some informed people in London 

are under the impression that he will not return to 
Jerusalem. 


It is still too soon to assume that the embarrass- 
ment caused Britain by the present Palestine Adminis- 
tration will lead to a thorough revision of British 
policy in Palestine. But the recall of MacMichael for 
consultation at Whitehall marks a good beginning, 
showing that at least doubt has arisen in the minds 
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of British statesmen about the fitness of MacMichael 
to represent England and the cause of the United 
Nations in a country such as Palestine with her 
unique problems and perils. 

Jews will welcome any step which tends to shift 
the Palestine problem from Jerusalem to London, 
from the dust-laden air of the Colonial Office to the 
free atmosphere of public opinion of Britain and the 
other democracies. 


THE CANADIAN PLEBISCITE 


As we go to press, we received the following 
communication from David Rome (Toronto): 


HE PLEBISCITE in which Canadians have just 

voted was a complicated matter. Firstly, the 
present Liberal Government had had as one of its 
campaign promises during the 1940 election that it 
would not consider conscription. Secondly, the 
French-Canadian element of the population had been 
bitterly opposed to conscription at the time of the 
last war, and was believed to be so now. 

Premier King ordered the plebiscite in order to 
obtain release from the obligation of his election plat- 
form and because he had hoped to obtain even from 
the French-Canadian elements a specific authoriza- 
tion for conscription, which, if it had been attained, 
would have relieved the strain in the national unity 
of Canada. 

Officially all major parties, the Socialist C. C. F., 
as well as the Conservatives and Liberals called for a 
Yes vote as a measure to accelarate the government’s 
war effort, but the Quebec members of the federal 
house, though nominally belonging to one of the 
normal parties, split, and many of them campaigned 
in the constitutencies for a No vote. A Defense of 
Canada party was “formed” by one member of the 
House of Commons calling for limited warfare 
against Hitlerism, but he could draw little support in 
the country in spite of the large No sentiment in 
Quebec. 

Beside the leaders of the political parties, an intense 
campaign of propaganda was begun throughout the 
country by leaders of the press, the church (though 
the Catholic church in Quebec did not officially take 
sides), and by patriotic groups. Most of the 
English Canadians did not evince very much interest, 
in contrast to the huge meetings, demonstrations, and 
even anti-Jewish riots of the anti-conscriptionists of 
Montreal, and until the very last day it was feared 
that English Canada would reply with a light vote. 

Prominent among the crusaders for an affirmative 
vote was the Jewish community which boldly took 
one side in the debate in spite of its scrupulous record 
of never associating itself with any one sdie in a 
political question. 

The first Jewish organization in the dominion to 
take action was the Labor Zionist movement which 
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called on its many members and its influential sympa- 
thizers to organize a Yes campaign in the Jewish 
community. Not very far behind was the Zionist 
Organization of Canada which acted in response to an 
appeal from the Secretary of State. The Canadian 
Jewish Congress, which in Canada represents all sec- 
tions of the community, launched a series of mass 
meetings across the dominion which were among the 
best attended Yes rallies in the campaign. 

The drive brought its fruits, for the Jews of Canada 
matched the most solidly English sections by the 
unanimity of their voting. Proportions of over 90% 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


Yes marked the Jewish voting in Montreal, Toronto 
and Winnipeg, and doubtless in other areas. In Mon- 
treal the Jewish ghetto division was an island of Yes 
in the sea of Quebec No. 

The Jews of Canada clearly associated themselves 
with the British element in the Franco-British divis- 
ion which marks the history of Canada. This step 
will represent an important turning point in the 
history of Canadian Jewry. What effect it may have 
on the relation between the Jews and the French 
Canadians—which have long been strained—only 
the future can tell. 


Self Chastisement—A Jewish Tradition 


by Leibush Lehrer 


HATRED. one of the most potent manifestations 

of psychic life, is not always destructive or 
harmful. When forming a part of moral indignation 
or of any psychic state directed against some evil, it 
can be a positive, constructive emotion. But hatred 
among members of the same group is an unhealthy 
phenomenon, since it mars the stimulating and buoy- 
ing effect of the social milieu in shaping the indi- 
vidual’s personality. 

Unfortunately, hatred occurs where it is likely to 
do greatest harm. It is precisely among oppressed 
groups, which have constantly to endure the attacks of 
the surrounding majority that one encounters the 
morbid tendency of people to seek out each other’s 
failings, to point to the sins of their own group and to 
see in the iniquities of the group the source of all its 
troubles. 

Those who know the inner life of the American 
Negroes describe their relations among themselves 
as governed by a peculiar caustic bitterness. The 
slightly pigmented look down upon the darker ones 
among whom they are forced to live, and openly 
express their approval of the treatment meted out to 
colored people. The word “nigger”, which no refined 
white would apply to the Negroes, is freely used by 
the Negroes themselves as a term of opprobrium 
implying some inferior characteristics. T. S. Jack- 
son, in an article entitled Racial Inferiority Among 
Negro Children* speaks of an inveterate notion 
among Negro children that the white man is superior 
to the colored man. Negro children, says Jackson, will 

_ believe any story, no matter how fantastic, if it is told 
by a white person, but will always doubt the veracity 
of an account given by a Negro. Negro students 
prefer white teachers to Negro teachers. 

This tendency to disparage the characteristic or 
allegedly characteristic traits of one’s own group is 
to be found in every oppressed minority and is quite 
pronounced among Jews. There are numerous ex- 
pressions in Yiddish which denote a derogatory atti- 





* The Crisis, Vol. 47, pp. 266. 


tude of Jews towards Jews. Such are the contemptu- 
ous diminutives Yiddele, Yiddlik or the common 
expression a yiddishe teva (a Jewish habit) applied 
to excessive curiosity, a tendency to bargain and less 
lovely characteristics. 

I do not propose to deal in this article with clearly 
pathological cases of Jews who have left the fold of 
their people and have turned into bitter adversaries. 
Jewish history is full of such instances as Tiberius 
Alexander, Antonius Margaretta or Pfefferkorn. 
These are, after all, individual phenomena and cannot 
be considered examples of the normal negative atti- 
tude of Jews towards their own people. The “self- 
hatred” found by Theodore Lessing among prominent 
writers who were of Jewish origin, does not apply 
here. Those were people who were not Jews in the 
social-cultural sense, and the particle “self” in the 
designation given their attitude by Lessing is purely 
rhetorical. We are more concerned with the tendency 
to find fault with their own people to which Jews 
living in a Jewish environment are prone. 

The prevalence of this tendency is well-known. 
When among non-Jews, Jews become extremely sen- 
sitive of the conduct of their fellow-Jews. The slight- 
est deviation from the accepted standard in a Jew, or 
in a person we think is a Jew, chagrins us, even when 
it is a matter of the least importance. One day I sat 
in a subway train late at night. Suddenly a group of 
exuberant youngsters came in with the customary 
raucous shouting so characteristic of large city man- 
ners. An acquaintance of mine who sat near me, 
expressed his indignation in the following words: 
“The manners of our Jewish children are objection- 
able. How can one help detesting them?” When he 
pronounced the last sentence, he cast a furtive glance 
at a few elderly Gentiles sitting on the opposite bench. 
I pointed out that some of the young girls wore 
crucifixes. My acquaintance was somewhat reassured, 
but he could not help remarking: “It is hard to believe 
that there are no Jews among them.” 
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A Jew may have a feeling of repugnance for his 
own people without being aware of it, and that re- 
pugnance may find expression in an unconscious 
manner. The following autobiographical document 
was written by a Jew depicting his childhood: 

“The first six years of my grammar school were 
spent in a small village school. There were some- 
thing like 400 students attending the school, of which 
394 were Gentiles. Four of us and two brothers from 
the other Jewish family comprised the entire Jewish 
representation. While among the little children in 
the grade school, I do not recall being discriminated 
against, but on the contrary, due to my skill at reading 
and spelling bees, I attracted the friendship of my two 
dearest friends, one a Yankee, the other Swedish. My 
life, as a child, among the Gentiles was rather peace- 
ful in so far as it was free from persecution. Queer as 
it may have seemed to me then, the only fights which 
I would enter with genuine anger and hatred were 
those in which I opposed the Jewish boy of the other 
family. He seemed to me to be obnoxious”* 


The author relates that fact merely to show how 
happy he was in his childhood among non-Jews. 
Even he himself fails to realize the significance of the 
last two sentences of the quotation. It is precisely for 
that reason that it is of especial interest to us to see by 
what devious paths the feeling of repugnance for our 
own people becomes a part of our mentality. 


The unconscious manifestation of that repugnance 
may be clearly observed when we take over the cus- 
toms and manners of our non-Jewish environment 
where they differ from our own folkways. We are 
then inclined to look upon the Jewish way as essenti- 
ally inferior. ; 

Here is an example from Jewish literature. Men- 
dele Mocher Sforim, in The Little Man (“Dos Kleine 
Menshele”) says: “The day of birth is not a holiday 
among the Jews. A Jew will remember the anniver- 
sary of a death, but sees no point in commemorating 
the anniversary of a birth.” Mendele is caustic about 
the failure of the Jews to evolve the same custom as 
the surrounding population. It did not occur to him 
that from the standpoint of social morality and even 
plain common sense, a case might be made out in 
favor of the Jewish rather than of the Christian 
custom. It simply did not occur to him to examine the 
relative values of the differing customs. Nor did it 
occur to him that his own preference might be moti- 
vated by reasons over which logic, morality or esthetic 
feeling exert little control. 

Many of us cling stubbornly to the notion that we 
are afflicted with all sorts of faults. This notion is 
characteristic of all of us, including even the most 
intelligent who know the pitfalls of unwarranted 
generalizations. 

A friend of mine, commenting on the fact that a 
Jewish lawyer was appearing in court for the mem- 
bers of the Ku Klux Klan, exclaimed: “This sort of 





* The Marginal Man, by Everett V. Stonequist, 1937. 
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thing could not happen among any other people but 
the Jews.” I reminded him of the English Lord Haw- 
Haw, of the Norwegian Quisling whose name has 
become a by-word for national traitors, but he per- 
sisted in his view that there was something peculiarly 
Jewish in a lawyer handling a case for the enemies of 
his own people. 


Writers who have touched on this problem usually 
employ such terms as “Jewish anti-Semitism” or 
“anti-Semitism out of love,” as Dr. Ezekiel Kaufmann 
calls it. Still more popular is the designation “self- 
hatred.” Such terms are both incorrect and misleading, 
if we are really concerned with getting a clear idea of 
the situation. The words and phrases thus used are in 
fact reproaches directed at those we consider sinners. 
They express moral protest, but not an attempt to 
understand and to explain. 

We have always produced renegades who helped 
our enemies in slandering and persecuting our people. 
Those were real anti-Semites. But it hardly makes 
sense to designate as Jews people who have cut loose 
socially and culturally from all Jewish connections. 
It is just as incorrect to call a man like that “a Jewish 
anti-Semite,” as to call the Ger-Tzedek, the famous 
convert to Judaism, “a Gentile philo-Semite.” One 
does, in fact, find people among us who, though integ- 
rated in a Jewish environment, show a disposition to 
assist in hostile acts against us. But these are individ- 
ual cases with which nearly every psychiatric clinic is 
familiar. They do not justify the category of “Jewish 
anti-Semitism.” 

The term “self-hatred” has in my view only a 
rhetorical value. It is bitter, pungent, but incorrect 
if it intends to describe a psychological reality. The 
castigating old-time preacher surely displayed no self- 
hatred in his attacks upon Jews for their moral short- 
comings. He identified his self with a genuine Jewish 
ideal and he hurled his invectives against us precisely 
because we were not sufficiently Jewish. With him 
it was a burning love for the Jewish “self” that had 
motivated his denunciations. 

The ordinary Jew, when he is inclined to carp at 
the behavior of a fellow-Jew and calls it “Jewish 
habit,” does so at a moment when he feels himself 
entirely free from the habit in question. Hence it 
cannot properly be called an act of self-hatred. 

Still less is there any psychological sense in apply- 
ing this term to estranged Jews like Otto Weininger. 
In their case the ego has been merged almost entirely 
with the culture and the standards of an outside 
group. Their uncomplimentary words against Jews 
are the expression of a self—which succeeded in 
breaking away from those it despises. Their extreme 
hatred for Jews seems to be only the result of the 
discomfort when an outside power forces them back 
to a group from which they have inwardly severed 
themselves. Even those psychologists who are in the 
habit of studying the processes of the unconscious 
cannot, it seems to me, prove that the hatred of Jews 
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on the part of those who have formally or informally 
left our camp is in any sense a hatred of their own 
selves, whatever that may mean. 

There can be no doubt that the tendency to find 
fault with one’s own people, although it is not an un- 
common occurrence, especially among oppressed 
groups, exceeds all reasonable proportions among the 
Jews. The most sordid fault-finder among the Jews 
does not feel that he has to tone down his ardor when 
addressing a Jewish audience. On the contrary, the 
blacker the picture he paints, the more likely he is to 
impress his listeners. As long as he confines his de- 
rogatory remarks to Jewish audiences, he will be 
respected as a man of intrepid moral courage. This 
remarkable phenomenon in the mentality of our 


people calls for a careful study. 
Il. 


Sociologists have often endeavored to classify the 
various types of groups which make up human 
society. Classification is after all a matter of method. 
Since each sociological problem requires its own ap- 
proach, it evolves its own classification of social 
groups. I shall therefore content myself with classify- 
ing social groups into two kinds: sentiment groups 
and ideology groups. To the former belong groups 
whose members are held together by sentiments, kin- 
ship of blood, habits, cultural affinity, historical des- 
tiny, etc. In the latter the individuals are bound by 
aspirations for common objectives, and by common 
views on life and on the world. 

Naturally there is no group which can be said to be 
purely a sentiment group or purely an ideology group. 
People who have common objectives tend to develop 
towards each other feelings of brotherhood. Similar- 
ly, kinship of sentiment creates community of ideas. 
Still, it is usually possible to tell what aspects a cer- 
tain group stresses, what motives play the main role 
in justifying its existence, in weaving the most easily 
recognizable threads which bind its members to- 
gether. 

As a tule, peoples are typical sentiment groups. A 
thinking Englishman may be philosophically con- 
vinced that the English people has a great mission, 
but we know that this is not the reason why he “be- 
came” an Englishman. He has not arrived at this idea 
as a result of discussions with other Englishmen and 
certainly did not accept it on the basis of a deliberate 
decision. But we may be quite certain of his warm 
feelings for England, Englishmen, the English way of 
life or the historic events of his people, unless he is 
an exception. 

It is different, however, with the Jews and Jewish 
tradition. From the very beginning Jews have repre- 
sented a unique combination of a sentiment group 
and an ideology group. To be a Jew it was not 
enough to belong to a community bound by senti- 
ments of kinship. One also had to carry out the 
demands of a definite ideology. 
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At first the Yahweh belief expressed only philoso- 
phic visions evoked by sentiments of a community 
living together. Yahweh was at first not the only 
god, but one of many, though the greatest and strong- 
est of them all. In the Abrahamic covenant the vision 
motivated by sentiment still plays the only role. It 
contains a promise that the Jews will become a great 
people and that they will be given a rich country. No 
ideological demands or conditions are made. But the 
very idea of a covenant opens the way for the remark- 
able evolution of the Jewish people as an organism 
bound both by sentiment and ideology. 

Students of the Bible cannot help noticing how 
prominent is the idea running through the Bible that 
the link between Yahweh and Israel stems from a de- 
liberate agreement. This deeply ingrained tradition 
has filled every mental experience of the people and 
made it look upon itself both as a naturally evolved 
community bound by common destiny and as a volun- 
tarily organized sect. The continuous sharing of joys 
and sorrows in the people’s experiences, and the evol- 
ution of the Yahwistic ideology to the highest moral 
standards, strengthened both forms of consciousness 
in the Jewish people. Both forms merged as it were 
into one mentality in which the two became interde- 
pendent. Thus Jewishness became an inner experi- 
ence in which everything is at the same time both 
folk emotion and conscious ideology. 

These two aspects of Jewish national experience 
led to two types of attitude to one’s own people. On 
the one hand we were “a kingdom of priests” and “a 
holy nation” ready to assume the whole moral and 
spiritual burden of a great ideal. On the other hand, 
we were led to look on ourselves as spiritually weak 
and as sinners. For the ideal grew to such heights that 
only our own smallness emphasized its greatness and 
its truth. The more we pointed to our low moral 
state, the more we felt exalted by the super-human 
ideal of which we were the bearers. Thus the constant 
warning, reprimanding, castigating and exhorting, 
and even cursing, became more than a means of 
bringing the people back to the straight path—it 
became an organic part of the ideology itself. 

The ground for this attitude, which was destined to 
remain characteristically Jewish to this day, was pre- 
pared in the Pentateuch. In the Book of Deuteron- 
omy Moses is quoted as saying: 

“Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness 
of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land: but 
for the wickedness of these nations the Lord thy God 
doth drive them out from before thee, and that he 
may perform the word which the Lord sware unto thy 
fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Understand, 
therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this 
good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou 
art a stiffnecked people.” (Chapter V, 5-6) 

Jews have been a stiffnecked and rebellious people 
from the very beginning. Tradition leaves out no op- 
portunity for reminding us of it. God deals kindly 
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with the Jews because other nations are still worse 
and because He represents a force which must keep its 
word. How great is our God and how small is His 
people! In an atmosphere such as this it would seem 
that to be a true Jew one would have to stress the sins 
and the shortcomings of the Jews. 

As we know, this attitude found its strongest ex- 
pression in the Prophets. Six of them—Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel, Amos, Hosea and Micah—are especial- 
ly noted for it. Their fiery words and rousing images, 
and their ecstasy and exaltation for the Yahweh ideal, 
consolidated the foundation and built up a fascinating 
mussar (moral exhortation) tradition which runs 
through all succeeding generations. 

The whole of Jewish culture in the course of thou- 
sands of years is filled to the brim with this tradition 
and with the mental attitude created by it. The long 
list of sins to be confessed in prayers, the very idea 
of setting up a list of fixed sins for which forgive- 
ness must be asked, the rapture with which Jews 
listen to the upbraiding and warnings of their old- 
time preachers and modern speakers, all this fits into 
the whole scheme of the Jewish way of life. 


III. 


The theory and practice of denunciation have pen- 
etrated all parts of our people. Jews never had any 
compunction in publicly proclaiming their real or 
imaginary sins. The world has radically changed, the 
conditions of our life have become entirely different, 
but the old tradition has remained in force. 

It has been kept, but only in its external form. Too 
many things in our inner life have undergone a pro- 
found change for the essence of that tradition not to 
be affected by them. In order to get a clear idea of the 
character of this transformation, we must consider 
another important aspect of group life. 

Individuals play their part in the group, especially 
in a group held together by a common ideology, in 
one of three ways. There are individuals who may be 
called leading members. There are ordinary or com- 
mon members who follow the patterns of thought 
and conduct set by the leaders. And lastly, there are 
marginal members. 

The leading member represents the ideological 
conception of the group, its moral ideals and the inner 
discipline demanded by the methods and objectives of 
the group’s ideology. 

There are two characteristics which distinguish the 
leading member. He has set himself a standard of life 
governed by the ideals and abstract principles which 
motivate the existence of the group. And, at the same 
time, he is likely to feel an inner discontent arising 
from the contradiction between those abstractions 
and the actual life of the group. But he experiences 
no conflict of dual loyalty, since he is not intimately 
enough connected with any other group. 

The ordinary member of the group is more integ- 
rated in the accepted practice and in the consecrated 
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symbolism of the group than in the abstract principles 
of its ideology. 

The marginal members are those who consciously 
live under the influence of other groups from which 
they derive their standards of good and evil, of right 
and wrong. The threads binding a marginal member 
to the group may be thin and superficial, yet often 
also deep but unseen and unknown to himself. But 
his judgment is governed by the standards evolved in 
other groups, outside of the one of which he is a mar- 
ginal member. Whenever there is a conflict between 
the standards of his group and those he has acquired 
elsewhere, his preference is invariably for the latter. 

Naturally this simple classification does not begin 
to do justice to the complicated relations existing in 
society. But it is useful as indicating the main aspects 
of group life. Clearly, the life of each group depends 
largely on the relative proportion of leading mem- 
bers, common members and marginal members, on 
the role assigned them by circumstances, and on their 
reciprocal influences. 

In discussing the tendency of Jews to find fault 
with their own people, we must realize that this nega- 
tive attitude differs with each group. The leading 
member sees the fault in the deviation from the 
group’s ideology. The ordinary member is annoyed 
when he notices anything which loosens the bond 
among the members of the group. The marginal 
member emulates the hostile attitude of the surround- 
ing majority and uses it as a means for explaining his 
own hostility as well as a means for a symbolic libera- 
tion from his inner link with the Jews. 


The old tradition of denunciation has undergone 
much change in our day. The fiery imprecations of 
the prophets were filled with tremendous positive 
content. The prophet denounced the Jews for being 
like other nations, for not being sufficiently Jewish in 
the true sense of the term as he conceived it, for not 
rising to the requirements of the deity who elected us 
to serve it. But the fault-finder of today advances 
totally different arguments. He sees our misfortune 
in our very differences from other peoples. The lead- 
ing Jewish member today figures less and less as an 
ideological driving force. Rather is he concerned with 
practical plans for making the Jewish situation nor- 
mal, that is, resembling that of other peoples. 
Whether he speaks of a country for the Jews, or of 
equal rights, or of economic restratification, he does 
not possess the great prophetic art of appealing to the 
universal human motives while at the same time re- 
maining within the true Jewish cultural sphere. The 
objectives of the present-day leading members among 
the Jews—including even the most orthodox tradi- 
tionalists—express the character of a sentiment group 
rather than of an ideology group. For Jewish religi- 
Ous practice today has become custom and folkways 
rather than Yahwistic vision, which nowadays is no 
more distinctly Jewish. It is remarkable that the 
Reform Jews who make their appeal in the name 
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of ideological motives, which they term the Jewish 
mission, are far removed from the intimate life of the 
Jewish people and belong to its periphery. 

These changes represent a transition from the mus- 
Sar tradition to negative attitudes. The former is the 
product of a group driven by an ideological force and 
has meaning only within such a group. Today that 
situation does not obtain. 

With the diminishing stability of the Jewish forms 
of life, the proportion of the ordinary members in the 
group tends to decrease. In the present state of flux in 
the world in general and in the Jewish world in parti- 
cular, the folkstimlicher Yid, that is, the ordinary Jew 
rooted in Jewish folkways, recedes into the past and 
has as yet not been replaced. The constant influences 
of the surrounding world on the most intimate pro- 
cesses of the inner life of the Jew have certainly not 
enriched the spiritual diet capable of satisfying the 
needs of the membership mentality. 

Under such circumstances the proportion of mar- 
ginal members is bound to grow. Their effect on our 
life has become more and more marked and, what is 
still worse, the boundaries of their marginality have 
become almost obliterated. The paths of transition 
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from ordinary membership to marginal membership 
and to the corresponding forms of Jewish conscious- 
ness have become easier and more numerous. The 
transition goes on in many imperceptible and uncon- 
trollable ways. 

Thus the old mussar tradition of prophetic chastise- 
ment has evolved into a merely self-deprecatory nega- 
tive attitude. The latter contains very few positive 
Jewish values. But the way was paved for it by the 
former, more positive and more uplifting tradition, 
which created a receptivity to denunciation of Jews by 
Jews. 

Moreover, the fact that the three forms of negative 
attitude—that of the leading member, that of the 
ordinary member, and that of the marginal member 
—exist together, makes for reciprocal influences 
among them with the result that the differences 
among them tend to disappear, and it is sometimes 
even difficult to tell where Jewish negativism ends 
and Gentile anti-Semitism begins. No wonder then 
that out of the petty suspicions, the constant irony, the 
wild generalizations and re-iterated falsehoods, in 
which Jews often indulge against their fellow-Jews, 
there has developed an atmosphere tainted with bitter 
hatred against the Jewish way of life. 





THE CHASTISEMENT OF GOD oe 


by Ch. N. Bialik 


The chastisement of God is this His curse: 
That you shall your own very hearts deny 
To cast your hallowed tears on foreign waters,— 
Your tears on luminous false threads to thread, 
To breathe your breath in marble alien, 
And in the heathen stone to sink your sou) 


The teeth of the gluttons of your flesh drip 
blood— 
But you shall feed them also your own souls; 
And Pithom and Rameses for those that hate you 
Shall you erect, your children used as brick. 
Yea, and their cry, from wood and stone arising, 
Within the portal of your ear shall die. 


__ If one of these shall grow an eaglet’s wings 

For ever from his eerie shall you fling him, 

And should he, mighty, thirsting the sun, soar 
upwards— 

No, not for you shall sunlight be revealed, 

And not on you effulgence glow, when his 

Pinions divide the clouds, a path for sun! 

For high upon crags, shall he lift up his scream; 

The echo thereof shall not your ears attain. 


So shall you, one by one, the noblest spurn 
And so shall you at last remain bereaved. 
Your tent laid waste, and glory fled from your 

hearth, 

Calamity and terror shall be yours. 
The foot of God shall spurn your threshold, and 
Joy shall not tap your windowpane. 
Seek you your ruins for prayer—you cannot pray; 
Summon consolatory tears—in vain; 
Withered shall be your hearth, a cluster of grapes, 
Shrunken, flung in a corner of the vat 
Wherefrom the hearth-rejoicing sap shall never rise 
Nor ever shall restore the soul that pines. 


Yea, you shall stir the hearth to find cold stones 
Where in the chilled ashes mews the cat. 
In grief and sorrow shall you sit. Without, 
The melancholy world; within you, dust. 
Dead flies in your windows you shall then behold, 
And in the desolate cracks, the spider’s web; 
And you shall hear the shaking of the wall, 
And in the chimney, wailing Penury. 


—Translated from the Hebrew by ABRAHAM M. KLEIN 
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LIFE IN THE POLISH GHETTO 


by L. 


tie CHIEF difference between the ghetto intro- 
duced by the Nazis in Poland today and the 
ghetto as it existed in the Middle Ages is in the place 
each occupied in the general economic structure of its 
time. 

In the medieval economy, which was organized 
into guilds, goods were produced for individual con- 
sumers according to specified orders. But the ghetto 
did not form part of that economy and produced 
goods for anonymous consumers, that is, for the mar- 
ket. The medieval ghetto thus formed a gap in the 
economy structure. The present-day ghetto, on the 
other hand, forms an integral part of the German 
economic organization. 

The obvious aim of the Nazis is to bring about the 
destruction of the Jews. But they do not wish that 
destruction to take place without at the same time ex- 
ploiting it for their own needs, especially for the 
needs of their military machine. 

The roots of this system may be found in the new 
German economic school which is opposed to the free 
economic system. The science of geopolitics, which 
has become one of the main foundations of the Nazi 
system, maintains that there is no economy possible 
without a differentiation of larger economic units 
(Differenzierung des Grosswirtschaftsraumes). Ac- 
cording to this system there must be Monokultur, 
that is separation into geographic and economic units, 
each one fulfilling definite economic functions. These 
units are to engage in the production of goods speci- 
fied by a central body under the control of the ruling 
class, according to a definite plan. This system neces- 
sitates the setting up of slave-labor areas to serve the 
German economy. The theorists of the Nazi eco- 
nomic system hold that if it were not for serfdom and 
slavery in the Middle Ages, modern capitalism would 
never have come into being. 

The scheme of the Nazi economy requires the exist- 
ence of “surplus islands,” that is, of areas where goods 
are produced at low cost. This explains the tendency 
to set up closed economic entities, such as the “state” 
of Slovakia, the “protectorate” of Bohemia-Moravia, 
the Gouvernement-General in part of Poland, and 
the Jewish ghettos. The main purpose of this organi- 
zation is to extract economic surpluses in accordance 
with the needs of the ruling German tribe. There is 
no doubt that this system yields—at least for a short 
time—tesults desirable to the Nazis. Official German 
statistics tell us that the export to Germany of eggs 
and butter from the Warsaw region of the Gouverne- 
ment alone amounted during the year 1941 to nearly 
as much as the total export from all of Poland in the 
pre-war years. But the Gouvernement-General area 
has never yielded more than forty or fifty per cent of 
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the total agricultural output of pre-war Poland. The 
present export surplus was achieved only by starving 
the producers themselves. 

The so-called Monokultur system requires exten- 
sive production, a highly developed demand for goods 
and the payment of high taxes by the producer. The 
latter, though he bears a heavy burden, must be taken 
care of in a way to insure his existence so long as he 
can be exploited for production. The ghetto and the 
other units of cheap labor fill the same function with 
regard to the German economy as slave labor once 
did in the plantations of the American South. 

The Germans have accordingly introduced a new 
system of price-fixing. Certain classes of merchandise, 
especially heavy goods, have their prices fixed to pre- 
vent differences due to various distances from the 
place of production and to various costs of transporta- 
tion. The Germans are selling iron and coal—even 
iron and coal exported from Polish mining centers— 
plus the cost of transportation from the Saar. In this 
way they obtain an additional price at the expense of 
transportation costs they do not pay. 

The only real medium of exchange is the food unit. 
Any other token, whether it is called Polish, German 
or Jewish money, is merely a symbol. Bread rations 
have been fixed by the Germans, sharply differen- 
tiating among the various sections of the populations. 
Where the daily food ration per capita is 240 grams 
for a German, it is 120 grams for a Pole and 60 
grams for a Jew. Accordingly the remuneration paid 
a Jew for a unit of work in the ghetto is one quarter 
of that paid a German. This constitutes a species 
of dumping production and work. All this is in- 
tended to serve the needs of the German war 
machine to which the subjugated people are thus har- 
nessed. 

The regulation on foreign exchange in the Gow- 
vernement-General issued in October 1941 can only 
be understood in the light of what has been said here. 
According to the above regulation, all goods imported 
into the Gouvernement must be paid for in advance 
when the order is made, that is, six to twelve months 
before the goods are delivered to the purchaser. This 
is obviously intended to force money out of the coun- 
try and to bring about a reduction in the importing of 
certain goods and a decrease in demand. 

Similarly, the retention by the Nazis of the pre-war 
Polish tariff, which was the highest in Europe, is in- 
tended to swell the coffers of the German government 
and to decrease the demand for goods. Whereas the 
tariff remains in force, the special favored nation 
agreements which made reduction in the tariff have 
all been abolished. Even goods imported into the 
Gouvernement from Germany are subject to duty. 
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The only exception is made in the case of fertilizers, 
since the Nazis are interested in increasing the agri- 
cultural production of Poland. 


j trav ECONOMIC structure of the ghetto fits into 
the function assigned to it by the Nazis, to serve 
as one of the departments of the German war 
machine. 

The ghetto was not established simultaneously in 
all Polish cities and there are still some cities where 
there are no ghettos, although their introduction may 
be expected later. The Kielce ghetto was established 
in April 1940, while in the city of Lublin (as distinct 
from the Jewish reservation in the Lublin area), 
twelve thousand Jews were placed in a ghetto only 
recently. The different systems according to which the 
ghettos are set up in various localities clearly point to 
the same fundamental purpose. In Kielce the Jews 
who were moved into the ghetto were permitted to 
take their property with them, particularly raw 
materials and tools, whereas in Lublin a central store- 
house for tools was set up in the synagogue under the 
supervision of the Jewish community, represented by 
the “Council of Jewish Elders.” From there the tools 
were distributed according to a plan laid down by the 
Germans. Some of the tools of the Lublin Jews were 
transferred to Warsaw in accordance with a “clearing 
plan” among the ghettos: in Warsaw there was a lack 
of tools owing to the planless plundering by the Ger- 
mans during the military occupation immediately 
after the conquest, and this had to be rectified. 

In November 1941 an additional regulation was 
published on the status of the Jews in the Gouverne- 
ment-General area, establishing licenses for import 
and export of goods in the ghetto. The Nazi regime 
became interested in the internal prices within the 
ghetto, whereas up until that time the community dis- 
tributed supplies according to its own judgment. The 
Germans do not wish to have any remnant of free- 
trade economy within the ghetto and seek to prevent 
the more privileged ones from being able to secure 
for themselves more supplies at the expense of the 
less privileged, who may thus be rendered incapable 
of filling the labor functions assigned to them in the 
German economy. Certainly the Germans do not 
wish the shoemakers to enlist for road-building (in 
those instances where that work is more remunerative 
than their own craft). The fixing of internal prices 
makes it possible to assign the various functions and 
to attach men to their work-benches. Thus the price 
for potatoes in the Gouvernement area has been fixed 
at 6 zlotys per hundred kilogram till February 15 and 
7 zlotys after that date. At the same time an extra 
charge was made for transportation, amounting to 
two zlotys in Lublin and in the Lublin area. The 
extra fees go to the Central German Potato Company 
(Hauptverband der Kartoffelwirtschaft). These ex- 
tra charges mount up to large sums which the Ger- 
mans use for their war needs. In the Protectorate a 
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war fund was established out of 100% levies imposed 
on all industrial investments, designed to retard the - 
country’s industrial development. In the ghetto the 
intention is to limit and to decrease the consumption 
of potatoes. Incidentally, the consumers have to re- 
turn the peels which are converted into fodder. 

It is the intention of the Nazis that only those 
people of the ghetto who are producing for the Ger- 
man economy be allowed to live. Hence the cruel 
treatment of the old people who are not allowed any- 
thing that is not given them by Jewish producers out 
of their limited and meager shares. The same can be 
said of the attitude to children, the restrictions on 
cures, etc., and the (temporary) prohibition of mar- 
riages among the Jews. The Germans are not con- 
cerned with the survival of the Jews after the war. 
They are only interested in maintaining the labor 
forces during the present period, while the war lasts. 


HOY THEN do Jews exist? Until recently there 

was relief coming from philanthropic organiza- 
tions in America, and some individuals and families 
had some little capital left from pre-war days. 


Another source of income in the ghetto budget 
used to be the toll paid by Jewish emigrants (over 
and above the tax paid to the Germans). Yet another 
was the real property of Jews living outside the ghet- 
to. Within the ghetto, the Jewish house-owners do 
not collect any rent; on the contrary, they themselves 
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pay for their quarters; the rent is paid into the com- 
munity treasury and the money is used for public pur- 
poses. The Germans facilitate the sale of Jewish 
property and many transfers of Jewish houses outside 
the ghetto are made to non-Jews. Legally, all these 
transfers are “voluntary,” and will therefore be valid 
even after the war when the Germans have been 
driven out, unless the Polish government by special 
legislation voids all transfers made during the Nazi 
occupation. The Czechoslovak government and sev- 
eral other governments-in-exile have already passed 
such legislation. 

A few words should be said about the ghetto legis- 
lation. It was all intended to serve the aim of the Ger- 
man, as mentioned above; the contradiction among 
the various laws is due to the fact that the administra- 
tion of the country was first in the hands of the mili- 
tary authorities whose decrees were of a provisional 
nature. 

The liaison officer between the authorities in the 
Gouvernement and the Polish and Jewish autono- 
mous bodies—among which is included the ghetto— 
is the Kreishauptmann who is the only one with 
whom negotiations may be carried on. The minor of- 
ficers have to be natives. 

Recently an interesting regulation was published 
on the status of the Jews in Galicia formerly occupied 
by the Soviets. It is intended “to insure Jewish prop- 
erty.” Since the Soviets confiscated all property, it is 
obviously the means of production that are being pro- 
tected, that is, machines and tools. The regulation 
aims to attach the Jews to their places to work. The 
Jews are ordered to remain in the Kolhozes, the col- 
lective farms on which they worked during the Soviet 
occupation—in order to produce for the Germans. 

Of the other laws recently published in the official 
German gazette, the declaration of the Ost Trust 
Company, the central one in the Gouvernement, is 
worth mentioning. All those who have any claims 
based on mortgages dating from pre-war days must 
advance them before the end of the month, otherwise 
the claims will be voided. The Germans intend in 
this way to secure a partial cancellation of liabilities, 
in order to release the economic units from debts. 
This step is aimed at the Jews, most of whose com- 
panies of creditor status are in the hands of trustees. 
The absence of the owners makes the presentation of 
claims impossible. Many industrial undertakings 
whose budget shows a deficit will thus be given relief 
and will now be able to secure new mortgages which 
in turn will link them to the German economy. 

On April 26, 1941 a regulation was issued about 
the Sabbath rest in the ghetto, the observance of 
which must be watched by the Jewish ghetto police. 
This is a method of safeguarding the productive cap- 
acity of the Jewish worker. 

Similar motives prompted the authorities to permit 
the teaching of trades in Jewish schools and the estab- 
lishment of Jewish trade schools. An advertisement 
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inserted by the department of industrial education of 
the Council of Elders invites applications for teaching 
positions. One of the most recent regulations issued 
in the Warsaw ghetto (in three languages) contains 
instructions on civilian defense. The building of air- 
raid shelters, now begun in a large area, constitutes an 
additional evidence that the Germans need the ghetto. 


Communal activity goes on, the most prominent 
place being given to providing food for the needy. 
There is a large organization of traveling kitchens, at 
the head of which are people formerly unknown in 
Jewish communal life. In Tarnow there is a Jewish 
association of “charity givers’ numbering 1,550 
members, but only 750 people are recipients of char- 
ity. On the other hand, free meals are given in Tar- 
now to 9,540 persons daily. The number of free 
meals served in Warsaw daily is 260,000 (others are 
560,000 in the Warsaw ghetto compared with the 
364,000 in all Warsaw before the war). Cultural life 
also exists: lately reading rooms have been opened; 
there are theatres. 


The exploitation of the ghetto is quite in vogue in 
Germany today. German chambers of commerce ad- 
vise each other on the many possibilities of making 
use of the cheap labor in the ghetto. The Warsaw 
community organizes the export of small dry goods, 
clothing and other merchandise. Most tanneries in 
Warsaw are to be found within the precincts of the 
ghetto where there are also 60,000 independent arti- 
sans. Vegetables are grown under the guidance of the 
Toporol, a society of Jewish agriculturists, which has 
been in existence since pre-war days. Backyards, and 
even balconies, are converted to the use of truck gar- 
dening, and even the cemetery on Gensza street is put 
to that use. 


An advertisement appeared in the Frankfurter 
Zeitung over the signature of Rumkowski, the head 
of the Council of Elders in Lodz, inviting specialists in 
textile manufacturing to come to Lodz. This is a con- 
sequence of the forced emigration of Jewish special- 
ists during the military regime. In connection with 
this matter Rumkowski paid a visit to Warsaw. A re- 
turn migration of textile specialists is quite possible. 


The health situation of the Jews can be learned 
from official German figures. When Jews were mobi- 
lized for forced labor in Lublin, about a year ago, the 
Germans found 52% of them to be unfit for hard 
labor. The fact that they were unfit even according to 
the Nazi ideas, is sufficient evidence of the physical 
deterioration of the Jews. 


The governor of Warsaw, Dr. Fischer, declared: 
“The Nazi plan with regards to the Poles is to turn 
them into a people of peasants. But Jews will adapt 
themselves to any condition. We shall seek to create 
such conditions which will make their adaptation 
hard. Some day the Poles will be grateful to us for 
our policy with regard to the Jews,” 
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WALTER RATHENAU—THE TRAGEDY OF 
A WOULD-BE PRUSSIAN 


(1922-1942) 
by Alfred Werner 


M* FATHER came home from his office looking 
pale as death. He laid an afternoon paper on 
the table, remarking gloomily: “They've killed him.” 
Mother, without glancing at the headline, shrieked: 
“Rathenau!” and sank back on the chair. She had 
guessed correctly .. . 

For months we Jews in Central Europe had been 
anticipating the assassination of Germany's only Jew- 
ish Foreign Minister. We felt like the audience of a 
Shakespearian tragedy, pitying the hero whom we 
knew to be doomed. But there was a difference—for 
we were at once the unhappy hero and the excited 
spectator; the shots in the Koenigsallee in Berlin had 
been fired not at an individual Jew alone but at world 
Jewry. “They,” the German nationalists, had not 
only murdered a German patriot and leading states- 
man in cold blood, they had blown to bits certain illu- 
sions harbored by certain hitherto imperturbable Ger- 
man-Jewish groups. True, this was the 368th poli- 
tical murder in Germany since the Armistice, and 
there had already been a number of men and women 
of Jewish extraction among the victims of the ever- 
growing counter-revolution. But neither the Sparta- 
cist leader, Rose Luxemburg, nor Kurt Eisner, the 
radical Bavarian prime minister, nor any of the lesser 
democratic or leftist leaders who had fallen victim to 
the wave of political murders, had preserved any re- 
lationship whatsoever with the Jewish people—if 
they had ever had any. Rathenau, on the contrary, 
was an avowed Jew who despite his rather peculiar 
ideas on Jews and Judaism never for a moment for- 
got, or allowed others to forget, that he was a Jew. 

It would be untrue to say that only Jews mourned 
his death. From the United States to Soviet Russia the 
deed aroused deep indignation among statesmen and 
politicians, one of whom, Lloyd George, praised the 
deceased as one of the ablest ministers Germany had 
ever possessed. Reichspresident Ebert did not-exag- 
gerate when he stated in his funeral oration, that “the 
atrocious crime had struck not only at Rathenau the 
man, but at the whole German people.” Yet when 

. the body was borne through the assembled Reichstag, 
to the measures of the funeral march from Wagnet’s 
Goetterdaemmerung, with eighty-year-old Frau Rath- 
enau, the mother of the deceased, sitting in the former 
Imperial Lodge, and behind her Professor Einstein— 
when we read of the elaborate ceremonies of the fu- 
neral service, we could not help feeling that all served 
merely to disguise the guilt of large sections of Ger- 
many. “Why,” we asked, “had the reactionaries 
singled out Rathenau, as though the rest of the Cab- 
inet, consisting of ‘pure Germans,’ had not embarked 


upon the same policy of reconciling Germany with 
the Allies, of closer cooperation with Soviet Russia 
and of a peaceful settlement of the war reparations 
question? Why had neither Karl Helfferich, the 
deutsch-nationale member of the Reichstag, nor 
Hugo Stines, the Rhenish industrialist, nor General 
Ludendorff taken the responsibility for the murder, 
although their inflammatory speeches had kindled 
among the youth a hatred of Rathenau the ‘arch- 
traitor,’ the ‘Bolshevik,’ the ‘dictator,’ why had they 
not accepted responsibility instead of hypocritically 
repudiating the deed? And why had the police shut 
their ears to the ribald marching songs of the semi- 
military organizations, the predecessors of Hitler’s 
Storm Troops?” In Bavaria I could hear them shout- 
ing: 

“We are not slaves of the Jews, 

Forever and ever in Germany 

Shall only a German our leader be!” 
and 

“Shoot down Walther Rathenau, 

That God damned Jewish Sow.” 


“Walther Rathenau fu assassinato perche ebrea,” 
the leading Fascist magazine, La vita Italiana, frankly 
admitted, praising the deed of the “tedeschi puri” 
who had risen against the Jewish warmongers, the 
Jewish defeatists, the Jewish revolutionaries, the 
Jewish republicans. To make the tragedy more com- 
plete, this man who was murdered by so-called pat- 
riots was in truth more patriotic, more pro-German, 
in the very core of his being than any Teutonic Ger- 
man could ever be. 

“I frequently rebuked Rathenau; Why do you say 
“We Germans’? People do not wish to count the Jews 
among the Germans. I love the Germans, but I refuse 
to lick their boots.” Thus spoke Maximilian Harden, 
the publicist, when the German High Court refused 
to hold certain Nationalist organizations responsible 
for the attempt upon his, Harden’s life, also made in 
1922. To say that Rathenau loved the Germans 
would be an understatement. He adored, nay, he wor- 
shipped them, although he was not blind to their 
weaknesses. He would gladly have changed places 
with any blue-eyed, fair-haired Prussian lieutenant, 
the type he trusted so completely and to which, iron- 
ically, his youthful murderers belonged. 


H® WAS one of the not infrequent causes of 
Jewish self-hatred, particularly tragic because 
Rathenau was a man of wide gifts, an admirable and 
admired specimen of his race. He was the son of a 
leading industrialist, the founder of the powerful A/j- 
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gemeine Elektrizitatsgesellschaft, who had introduced 
Edison’s incandescent lamps to the whole of Ger- 
many. Rathenau the son held a leading position in 
the direction of eighty-six German and twenty-one 
foreign enterprises, he was so immensely wealthy that 
“neither he nor his advisers knew the exact size of the 
fortune.” But these advantages of birth did not mean 
much to one who did not care for luxury and would 
have attained a high rank in letters and society by the 
power of his tremendous intellect even if he had been 
born the son of a proletarian. 

He had studied at several universities and was 
equally successful as an industrial organizer, a techno- 
logical inventor and a man of letters. One of his 
numerous books, the long and difficult philosophical 
treatise, Von koomenden Dingen, sold more than 70,- 
000 copies in Germany in one year and was translated 
into twenty foreign languages. Rathenau was an ex- 
cellent orator, the leading figure, even before he had 
been appointed minister, at all international confer- 
ences where he represented Germany, speaking Eng- 
lish like an Oxford graduate, French like a Parisian, 
Spanish like a Castilian. Lase-but-not least, he had an 
imposing presence, tall andslender, in certain features 
of his face and like an Arabjan prince in his physique. 

And yet he was rarely af evér¢ happy. He had no 
close friends and remained-a bachelor to thedast. All 
his love was devoted to Gefmany. ‘It was a thwarted 
love from the moment he leatnhed that the gymnastics 
club of the high school he attended (the Koenigliches 
Wilhelms-gymnasium) did not‘admit Jéwish boys. 
During his year’s service in the Cavalry he-was fit 
promoted, although he was an efficient soldier: “In 
the youth of every German Jew there is a moment,” 
he wrote many years later, reviewing the past, “which 
he remembers with pain as long as he lives—when he 
becomes for the first time fully conscious of the fact 
that he has entered the world as a citizen of the 
second class, that no amount of ability or merit can 
rid him of this status...” 

Theodore Herzl, who was seven years older than 
Rathenau, made a similar painful discovery as a mem- 
ber of a student’s organization. Herzl’s answer to the 
Jew-baiters was Zionism, while Rathenau’s reaction 
was self-hatred. The first essay Rathenau published, 
“Hear, O Israel,” appeared in Harden’s magazine 
Zukunft, in the year of the first Zionist Congress 
(1897). Anticipating Goebbels, he declared that the 
marvelous blond Aryan race of the North was men- 
aced by the dark peoples of the South, among which, 
unquestionably, he counted the Jews. Peaceful rela- 
tions between Germans and Jews were possible in his 
opinion, only if the latter completely discarded racial 
qualities which have proved repugnant to their fel- 
low-countrymen. “The goal of this process should 
not be imitation Germans, but Jews bred and edu- 
cated as Germans.’ For young Rathenau, Judaism 
was a misfortune, as it had been to Heinrich Heine. 
On the other hand, he did not succumb to the racial 
theories, initiated by the Anglo-German anti-Semite, 
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Houston Stewart Chamberlain. “I am convinced that 
religion, language, history and culture are of far 
greater importance than physiological questions of 
blood mixture and that they cancel them out,” Rath- 
enau wrote to a friend. In another letter he de- 
clared: “For me the (German) Jews are a German 
race, like the Saxons, the Bavarians, or the Wends. . .” 


His admiration for.the German people—or rather, 
for “the blond beast,” to quote Nietzsche—did not 
diminish in his later years, although he sharply crit- 
icized the haughty Junker caste which would not ad- 
mit him, as Jew and commoner, into its ranks. But his 
attitude, full of contradiction though it remained, 
changed towards his fellow-Jews. He never became a 
renegade, a traitor to his people as did many a gifted 
Jew of his generation. Even in the Kaiserreich, where 
he had reached a councillor’s position under Wilhelm 
II, he could have gotten into the Cabinet had he re- 
nounced Judaism. But he refrained from conversion 
“because it would have been a contemptible thing to 
purchase a personal advantage at the cost of conver- 
sion” and because he did not like so to “countenance 
the wrong done to the Jews” (Harry Count Kessler). 


He took even a further step, which brought him 
very near to his people. Unwilling to recognize the 
Jews as a nation—he remained opposed to Ziofhism 
till his death, although in 1921 he took a statesman’s 
interest in Palestine and even planned to visit the 
country—he became nonetheless more and more at- 
tached to the Bible, regarding both the Old and New 
Testament as documents of Jewish ethics. From a vit- 
tual anti-Semite he became a panegyrist of Israel’s 
mission among the nations. Israel, he wrote to a 
friend, had a special task: “Do you know why we Jews 
were born into this world? In order to call every 
human being to Sinai. You don’t want to go there? 
If I don’t call you, Marx will call you. If Marx doesn’t 
call you, Spinoza will call you. If Spinoza doesn’t call 
you, Christ will call you.” 


ig IS significant that Rathenau, civil engineer and 
industrialist, inventor and politician, was also a 
mystic, filled with a “metaphysical thirst” which he 
satisfied not only with the help of the Prophets and 
the Gospels, of Spinoza and Fichte, but also with the 
help of Hassidism. He read Buber’s Hassidic Books 
and under their influence even studied Hebrew zeal- 
ously for some time in order to be able to get back to 
the original sources. The would-be Prussian, the Sem- 
itic anti-Semite became a Jewish thinker par excel- 
lence, and there are sentences in his Breviarium Mys- 
ticum which might have been penned by Spinoza, or 
by Baal Shem Tov as: “The picture which each man 
has of the world is the measure of his soul... Many 
are born with a soul; all can attain one... The soul is 
the image of God . . . The soul is disinterested, the in- 
tellect is the slave of purpose . . . The soul derives its 
nourishment from the urge to life, the intellect from 
fear of death.” 
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This new faith of his did not limit itself to the 
sphere of theory. Much as his enemies mocked at the 
“Jesus in evening dress,” the “parlor Socialist,” it is a 
fact that he was the only leading industrialist in Ger- 
many who was opposed to the war (in which, incid- 
entally, he played a most important role as an organ- 
izer of the war economy). He had seen it coming, 
had warned of “the insane way we flaunt our wealth 
... the empty, sabre-rattling speeches . . . ,” and had 
proposed international disarmament and economic 
cooperation within a sort of United States of Europe 
—in vain. The war broke out, and while the nation 
screamed in delirious excitement, Rathenau (like an- 
other Jew, Albert Ballin, founder of the Hamburg- 
American Line) wrung his hands in despair. 


What came after did not satisfy the ethical thinker 
either. Although he was no Marxist, he became daily 
more attached to Socialism. “It was no revolution,” 
he wrote bitterly of 1918. “It was simply a collapse.” 
The so-called revolution had produced “bourgeois 
measures, an old-fashioned republican constitution, 
and so forth; ideas and deeds it has not produced.” 
He found not even a trace of revolutionary zeal 
among the Social Democratic leaders of the German 
republic. “Another year of this miserable state,” he 
predicted, “an energetic leader of the counterrevolu- 
tion—and the emasculated nation obeys him!” 


In that year—1919—an ex-corporal by the name 
of Adolf Hitler became member number 7 of the 
National Socialist Party. In the following year Wolf- 
gang Kapp and his gang tried to overthrow the con- 
stitutional Government, but the general strike of 
German labor frustrated their plan. 1921 was mark- 
ed out by the assassination of the Catholic leader and 
Minister of Finance, Matthias Erzberger, by Nation- 
alists. There were not many capable and reliable men 
left in the republican-democratic fold, and Rathenau, 
who had been unjustly ignored by the revolutionary 
governments, became Minister of Reconstruction in 
1921, and Foreign Minister in 1922, in the Cabinet 
of Joseph Wirth, a Catholic democrat. 


gente LAST year was also the climax of 
his life. He tried hard to put into practice his 
ethical concepts. At Wiesbaden he negotiated a pact 
with the French Minister, Loucheur, which, if the 
French industrialists had been less greedy, would 
have paved the way for an economic agreement be- 
tween Germany and France and a peaceful settlement 
of the war reparations question. At Rapallo he signed 
a treaty with Soviet Russia which aimed at establish- 
ing a real state of peace between the two great 
nations. While this pact was being attacked by the 
Rightists as an attempt to “bolshevize” Germany, 
Rathenau’s belief that only through the payment of 
her reparations could Germany come to an agreement 
with the Allies, and that only thus could the further 
occupation of German territory be prevented was 
contrary to the inclination of the chauvinists, who 
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preferred to use German resources for rearmament 
rather than for the fulfillment of a contract. 

The plot against Rathenau’s life was hatched by 
six youngsters between sixteen and twenty-five. Kern, 
an ex-naval officer and member of the Organization 
Council, a terrorist society, told Techow, the Berlin 
agent of the Organization, that Rathenau was a sup- 
porter of Bolshevism, that he had married his sister to 
Radek (Rathenau’s only sister was the wife of a Ber- 
lin banker), that he wanted to bring Germany under 
the influence of the Jews and the Entente, and more 
of the same nonsense, as was discovered during the 
trial of the culprits. Two of the murderers, however, 
committed suicide in an old castle when they found 
themselves surrounded by police. It was one of the 
conspirators themselves who put the police on the 
murderers’ track after the crime—for a cash payment. 


At best, the conspirators were the confused and 
misled products of a brutal era which bore in itself the 
germs of total moral destruction. The Third Reich 
made them saints; the Rathenau memorial tablet, 
erected by the Republic on the Koenigsalle, was re- 
moved by the Nazis, but the graves of the suicides 
were decorated and made the shrine of real pilgrim- 
ages. In this country we met this type of “idealism” 
at the trial of Waliez Groebli, the American boy of 
German extraction who shot his employer last year 
because that gentleman favored aid to the Allies. Old 
Frau Rathenau overestimated their intellectual and 
psychological capacity when, in her moving letter of 
condolence to Frau Techow, the mother of one of her 
son’s murderers, she declared that “had he known my 
son, the noblest man earth bore, he would rather have 
turned the weapon on himself than on him.” 


Perhaps a man who had written “The World is in 
need of a Kingdom of Man which shall be the image 
of the Kingdom of God—the Kingdom of Man is the 
Kingdom of Freedom and Justice” was really not fit 
to direct a nation that had been ruled by an “Iron 
Chancellor” and, obviously, was longing for a “strong 
man.” The man on the bier was no would-be-Prus- 
sian, no spokesman of Germany any longer, he lay 
there a wretched dead Jew. “They always find their 
way back,” wrote the Juedische Rundschau, the Zion- 
ist organ, linking his memory with that of Jew Suess, 
the court Jew of the eighteenth century, “They be- 
lieve they are far away from us—but they are mur- 
dered as Jews ... We should have wrapped the muti- 
lated body in a tallith, as Jews have always done with 
their heroes.” 


After Rathenau’s death the Ruhr District was oc- 
cupied by the French, and an inflation followed that 
brought Germany to the brink of ruin. More import- 
ant was another event: in the fall of 1922 Mussolini 
and his Blackshirts marched on Rome. Surprisingly, 
the German republic had a very slow death. It took 
the Weimar republic ten years to die after the shots 
aimed at its Jewish-born Foreign Minister had fatally 
wounded the spirit of reconciliation and democracy. 
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HISTADRUT CONVENTION 


S THE war moves closer and closer to Palestine, 
A the largest Jewish organization of the country, 
the Histadrut, is holding its fifth national convention. 
The present session is devoted for the most part to 
considerations of the urgent problems created by the 
war and by the need to win it. The inaugural ad- 
dresses reviewing the progress of the Histadrut in the 
past six years show a rise in membership from 65,000 
to 125,000 and steady progress in every field. The 
growing recognition of the Histadrut as not only the 
largest single force in the upbuilding of the Jewish 
Homeland, but as one of the leading labor organiza- 
tions in the world, is illustrated by the messages sent 
to the convention by President Green of the American 
Federation of Labor and by President Murray of the 
Congress of Industrial Organization. The respective 
texts follow: 


I extend my personal and official greetings to 
your Fifth Convention of General Federation of 
Jewish Labor. May your Convention be highly 
successful and may it serve to rededicate service 
and lives of Jewish people in Palestine to the 
cause of human freedom, racial tolerance and 
humanity throughout the world. Jewish work- 
ing people in Palestine deserve credit for social 
achievements, conversion of Palestine into a 
Jewish Homeland and rescue of thousands of 
refugees from a fate worse than death. Amer- 
ican workers are standing with British working 
people and Democracies throughout the world 
in uncompromising fight which is being made 
against Axis Powers. In doing so we are fight- 
ing for preservation of democracy, freedom and 
liberty. We are determined that Axis Powers 
must be crushed and defeated. I salute you in 
the name and in behalf of the membership of 
American Federation of Labor and I wish for 
you a successful Convention. 


‘WILLIAM GREEN, President 
American Federation of Labor 


Happy to extend fraternal greetings to Histad- 
rut, that body of organized Jewish Labor in 
ancient home of Jewish people. Congratulations 
upon your magnificent struggle for rights -of 
labor, justice for the persecuted Jewish people 
and for free world. Labor in all free countries is 
now mobilized for triumph in the greatest battle 
of all ages. 

PHILIP MURRAY, 

President, C. I. O. 


The convention saw fit to send a message of greet- 
ing to David Ben-Gurion, noted Histadrut leader and 
Chairman of the Jewish Agency, now in the United 


States, who was described “among the makers of 
American Jewish unity.” Mr. Ben-Gurion’s message 
to the convention is quoted below: 

Mission on behalf of the movement has taken me 
from all dearest to me. Am especially sad at the sep- 
aration at this moment when the Histadrut is meeting 
in conference. 

However, this self-imposed exile brings some com- 
pensation. 

Observations of what is happening in our times 
from the main world centers, and contacts with the 
representatives of the three great peoples—American, 
Russian, British— engaged in the fearful struggle 
against Hitler, strengthen my faith even more in our 
work and in the way we have followed for more than 
thirty-five years. 


We did not adopt ready-made patterns nor blindly 
imitate others. By purposeful effort we carved out our 
own path to suit our special needs and to meet unpar- 
alleled circumstances. By our pioneering Zionist 
socialist achievement, we laid the foundation for a 
new future, which, though not yet quantitatively im- 
posing, is qualitatively invaluable. With victory, 
when free humanity will prevail, it will serve as a 
shining banner for millions to follow. 


No deviation either to the right or to the left from 
our path as the Zionist socialist vanguard! No yield- 
ing to our detractors whether from without or within! 


We now face a fearful ordeal. No one can tell 
what the next day will bring, but our path and duty 
are clear: As workers and soldiers we must continue 
to increase our efforts in fields, factories and camps. 


A threefold task confronts us now: . 


A. To strengthen the performing ability of the His- 
tadrut and readjust its instruments for both the im- 
mediate needs of its members and the historic mission 
of Jewish labor, remembering that the Histadrut is 
not merely for its own members but for all workers; 
not merely for those already in the country, but for all 
those destined to come; not merely for labor, but for 
the whole people. 


B. To increase and speed up physical, mental and 
moral mobilization for the war effort, men and 
women; realizing fully the political and social signi- 
ficance of the present world struggle, determining as 
it will the fate of humanity, of labor, of our people 
and our country. 

C. To prepare for the coming day of decision with a 
clear vision of our aim and an indomitable will to 
achieve it. 

DAVID BEN-GURION. 
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OUR SOVIET GUESTS 


A LETTER FROM PALESTINE 


5 grog WAR has led to many strange meetings here 
in Palestine. Tel Aviv is host to thousands of 
aristocratic, non-Jewish Poles and our villages have 
become a second home to Australian, New Zealand, 
South African and British soldiers on leave from 
Middle Eastern fronts. And last December came 
perhaps the strangest encounter: The Yishuv’s first 
contact with visitors from Soviet Russia. They were 
the officers and crew of a Russian freighter which had 
come from a Black Sea port through the Dardanelles 
to Haifa. They had a few days to spend in Palestine, 
and Jewish port workers in Haifa communicated 
with some of our central institutions in Jerusalem 
and arranged to have the Russians shown about. 

The officers—as well as many of the crew—had 
finished secondary schools, but knew no word of any 
European language except Russian. Fortunately there 
is no lack of Russian-speaking Zionist “civil servants”, 
and the three officers who were the first to come to 
Jerusalem had no difficulty making themselves under- 
stood. They were shown the Old City, the nearby 
kvutza of Kiriat Anavism, the University and the 
Hadassah Medical Center on Mount Scopus. Char- 
acteristically, they were most impressed by the scope 
and the scientific excellence of the Medical Center. 

The views on the war they expressed in the course 
of the trip were remarkably optimistic. The outside 
world, they insisted, did not really understand the 
struggle going on in Russia. It would not be decided 
by the conquest of territory: the real war was the 
struggle for superiority in men and equipment, and 
this struggle the Russians were winning. The Ger- 
man losses were much greater, for every Russian sold- 
ier and civilian knew that the important thing was to 
kill as many Germans as possible and to destroy as 
much of their equipment as possible. Meantime the 
Russians were preparing a great striking force of 
millions of men which would be thrown into battle 
as soon as the Germans were sufficiently weakened. It 
was only in the manufacture of tanks that the Russ- 
ians had to work dreadfully hard to catch up with the 
Germans. 

The conversation naturally turned to the subject 
of Jews in Russia. Our visitors knew very little about 
it. One of them had been in Biro-Bidjan several times 
_and pointed out that part of the Jewish population 
had left the farm areas and established small towns 
alongside of the Trans-Siberian Railroad. Jewish 
suffering in Europe was completely unknown to them; 
they had never heard of Zionism, had no knowledge 
of the existence of an Arab-Jewish problem. As they 
listened—with deep and sympathetic interest—to a 
description of the tragic European Jewish situation 
and an analysis of the necessity of the Zionist solution, 
one of them said: “Your job is a very hard one. It 
can’t be easy to rebuild a nation which has been so 


crushed and so ruined.” And then they asked the 
inevitable, “Do you really think that you have room 
here for millions of Jews?” 

The idea of communal settlements naturally inter- 
ested them very much. “It seems to me,” said the most 
bookish among them, “that I remember reading that 
Proudhon and a man named Owen believed in a simi- 
lar form of economic organization.” After the visit 
to Kiriat Anavim, he said: “But this is much more 
serious than Proudhon.” Yet for all the favorable 
impression the kvuwtza seemed to have made on 
them, they were convinced that a socialist rather 
than a communist economy was the ideal state. “To 
each according to what he gives” was their motto; 
absolute equality would only be harmful. So in the 
Russian collective farms there is an accurate check- 
up of each worker’s productivity and each one is paid 
in accordance with his contribution to the whole. In 
real communes like ours, they argued, you are in 
danger of developing shirkers and you may suppress 
the individuality of the worker. The moshavim 
seemed much more practical than the kvutzot, they 
said, and certainly the principle of the kvutza would 
be inapplicable in a vast economy like the Russian. 
A sense of responsibility can be developed only by a 
system of rewards and punishments. 

Even more astonishing to them than the Avutzot 
was the discovery that not Yiddish but Hebrew was 
the language of Jewish Palestine. They had never 
heard of Hebrew and gaped at the newspapers their 
guides gave them as mementoes of their Jerusalem 
tour. “Do you mean to say,” they inquired half-in- 
credulously, “that our Zlotnick can’t read these pa- 
pers?” Our Zlotnick, it turned out, was one of the 
few Jews on the boat, an engineer and the only one 
who really knew Yiddish. Logically enough, our 
Zlotnick’s first reaction to the Palestinian tour was 
a little cynical: when the three officers who had gone 
to Jerusalem returned to the boat, Zlotnick asked 
them whether now after their visit to the Holy City 
they felt quite saintly themselves. “We have seen no 
holiness, comrade Zlotnick,” said the captain a bit 
reproachfully, “but what we have been shown is 
better than holiness.” 


[Lz WAS notable that when the Keren Hayesod film, 

“Land of Promise”, was shown on the boat, both 
the Jews and the non-Jews in the crew seemed equal! 
moved and impressed. An oportunity to become more 
closely acquainted with some of the Jews came 
when ten of the boat’s personnel, three of them Jews, 
were taken on a conducted tour of Emek Jezreel, 
Degania and nearby Afikim and Ashdot Yaakov, the 
Dead Sea, Jerusalem, and Tel Aviv where they were 
the guests of the Histadrut executive. Everywhere 
explanations were given them in fluent Russian and 
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they spent a pleasant evening with the people of 
Afikim and the nearby villages. During the whole of 
their day-long ride through the Emek they expressed 
surprise and enthusiasm over the beauty and fertility 
of the countryside. Contrasting the untouched waste- 
lands near the Dead Sea with the lovely stretches 
reclaimed by Jewish effort, one of them said: “Now 
we really believe that you are right when you speak 
of settling millions of Jews here.” 


The youngsters they saw at school and in the 
Children’s Houses of the kvutzot made a particularly 
strong impression on our guests. “Even the Soviet 
Union”, several of them remarked, “should envy 
you such children.” And over and over again they in- 
sisted that it was inconceivable that so much had 
been accomplished in so short a time without the 
aid and direction of a government: “whoever heard 
of health and education, particularly, being carried on 
almost without government support?” One of them 
summed up his impressions very interestingly. “I 
think”, he said, “that I am beginning to understand 
your objectives and methods now that I have seen— 
in the course of one day’s trip—what extraordinary 
institutions and undertakings almost every one of 
your little village houses. Here is Ein-Harod with a 
modern printing press; Yagur with a large, well- 
equipped vocational high school; Degania with a 
museum of natural history; Afikim with a splendid 
modern factory (for crates and boxes); Ashdot with 
an aviation school. And in just the same way every 
person I spoke to has been carefully trained for his 
specific work. Even our chauffeur isn’t just a driver 
but a comrade in the struggle for a common ideal . . .” 

As for the three Jews on the trip, one was the chief 
engineer of the boat, another a boastwain and the 
third a sailor. How typical they are of the younger 
generation of Soviet Jewry we cannot of course say, 
but in all three complete ignorance of Jewish things 
and a strong tendency to assimilation were evident. 
Only one knew some Yiddish, and all three asserted 
emphatically, “In the Soviet Union we need never 
remember that we are Jews and we have no use for 
a separate Jewish culture.” Of course, they explained, 
any Jew who wished to send his children to a Yiddish 
school might do so, and “there is even a Yiddish 
newspaper.” None of them had ever seen the paper, 
but they identified Jewish culture completely with 
Yiddish. The cultural value of Yiddish, one of them 
pointed out, was proved definitely by the fact that it 
had been the medium of such a great writer as Shalom 
Aleichem. Neither the speaker—who was very well 
versed in Russian literature—nor any of the others 
had ever read Shalom Aleichem. 

That they, as well as the non-Jews, were very 
vague about Hebrew was clearly disclosed during their 
visit to Ein-Harod. One of the villagers indignantly 
discussed Soviet persecution of Hebrew with the mate 
who was in charge of the group. The latter protested: 
such an injustice was impossible in the Soviet Union 
which encouraged every national group to develop 
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its historic culture. He called the Jewish boatswain 
over to confirm his statement, and the boatswain said 
that Russian Jews had no interest in Hebrew at all. 
When a Palestinian explained that it was not the 
Soviet government but the Jewish Communists who 
were responsible for the suppression of Hebrew, the 
non-Jewish officer said bitterly, “Why should all other 
groups in the Soviet Union want to study their own 
languages, and only the Jews be an exception?” Em- 
barrassed, the Jew insisted that there were some Jews 
who did study Hebrew; in fact, in some places like 
Biro-Bidjan it was compulsory. The other Russians 
were not convinced, and the mate remarked that he 
would make a thorough investigation when he got 
home. 

It was Hanukah time and none of the three Jews 
knew anything at all about the festival. One of them 
faintly recalled the custom of giving “Hanukah gelt” 
and added that he did know of two Jewish holidays— 
Yom Kippur and Passover. “There are still Jews in 
Moscow who eat matza on Passover.” There was a 
beautiful Hanukah celebration at Degania which 
moved the Soviet visitors to remark that in Russia, 
too, there was a constant effort to link the present 
with the past and to keep alive the memory of the 
nation’s historic heroes. 

How did their contact with Jewish history in mem- 
ory and in the making affect the three Jews? For one 
thing, their ignorance had a positive side—they had 
known nothing of Zionism but they had been equally 
unaware of the arguments and prejudices against 
Zionism. Hence they approached Palestine in an 
open-minded and not at all anti-Zionist fashion. The 
Bund and Yevsekzia and all anti-Zionist sentiment 
belonged to a pre-historic, completely forgotten past 
as far as they were concerned. They were delighted 
by the Hebrew translation of Karl Marx they saw at 
the Ein-Harod press, and asked for a copy with an 
inscription. “Karl Marx in Hebrew will be the most 
interesting book in the Moscow library,” said one. 
“Til take it out for my father to read.” They requested 
Russian books on Jewish history and the geography 
of Palestine. And when the group had completed 
their tour of Jerusalem, the Jewish engineer said 
with deep feeling, “Till I die I will not forget the days 
of this trip. I am proud that the Jewish people has 
built this great structure.” 

The non-Jews were particularly disturbed when 
they learnt that in the Soviet Union Zionists were 
still imprisoned and sent into exile. “This must be 
due to a misunderstanding”, they claimed. The mate 
and the Jewish engineer both insisted that after the 
war a Zionist envoy must go to Moscow “and see 
Stalin himself and explain to him what Zionism really 
is.” And speaking in the name of the entire group, 
the mate in a heartfelt little speech at Afikim declared 
that the group wished to thank their hosts for their 
kindness and express sincerest hope for the complete 
success of that great Jewish undertaking of which 
they had been privileged to see part. ANONYMOUS. 
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SAADIA GAON 


On the Occasion of the Thousandth Anniversary of His Death 
by Ben-Zion Bokser 


pero BEN JOSEPH, perhaps the foremost 
intellectual figure in medieval Judaism, was born 
in 882 in the district of Fayum, Egypt. His personal 
history remains obscure. The greatest part of his 
copious writings has perished in the dust of the 
ages. But the echoes of his public life and struggles 
that have reached us and the surviving volumes and 
fragments of volumes of his varied writings reveal 
him for us as a man of rare genius. 

The milieu in which Saadia commenced his labors 
and which furnished the specific problems that chal- 
lenged him was tenth century Egypt, then a strong- 
hold of Moslem civilization. The new civilization was 
tolerant of religious minorities and it opened the por- 
tals of its common life to all who might care to enter, 
Jews and non-Jews alike. 

The social gains of the Jewish community which 
followed were, however, accompanied by an inner 
spiritual decline. The adoption by most Jews of 
Arabic as their vernacular rendered the classics of 
Judaism, the Bible and the Talmud, written in Heb- 
rew and Aramaic, a closed book to them. There were, 
moreover, various positive forces at play to undermine 
the traditional Jewish way of life. Christianity and 
Mohammedanism were missionary religions, and their 
active life, to which Jews were exposed directly or 
indirectly, held out a challenge to Judaism that called 
for an answer. The writings of the Greek philoso- 
phers, in Arabic translations, were popular among 
Jews as well as Moslems and they inspired a mood of 
rationalism that was inimical to all revealed religion. 

There had, in addition, developed certain sectarian 
tendencies within the Jewish community itself which 
were threatening continued dissention and disintegra- 
tion. The Karaite sect founded by Anan in 750 were 
conducting a relentless propaganda against the Tal- 
mud and its derivative literature, proclaiming the 
writings of the Bible alone as an authoritative exposi- 
tion of true Judaism. And from Palestine, where Jew- 
ish life had begun to flourish anew in the wake of the 
Moslem occupation, there came a movement to nul- 
lify the autonomous religious institutions that had de- 
veloped in the Diaspora. The leader of Palestine Juda- 
ism, Ben Meir, was a scion of the Hillel family and 
he apparently dreamt of a restoration of the old San- 
hedrin. Whatever his dreams, the one immediate 
result of his work was the promulgation of a new 
Jewish calendar. And Jewry now celebrated its reli- 
gious festival on divergent dates. 

It was this state of cumulative religious decadence 
all these forces had produced that Saadia felt himself 
called upon to combat. As he explained it in the intro- 
duction to his philosophic treatise Emnuot v’Deot 
(“Beliefs and Opinions”), (ed. Leipsig 1859, p. 3): 


“My heart grieved for mankind and my soul was 
moved on account of our own people, Israel, as I 
saw in my time many people entertain impure beliefs 
and confused ideas, while those who deny the faith 
boast of their unbelief and triumphantly deride the 
men of truth, though they are themselves in error. I 
saw men sunk, as it were, in seas of doubt, and already 
the waters of confusion covered them, and there was 
no diver to raise them up from their depths and no 
swimmer to take them by their hands and lead them 
out. But as God has granted me some knowledge 
whereupon I can have them lean, and has endowed 
me with some ability which I might employ for their 
support, I felt that to help them was my duty and to 
guide them to truth a moral obligation upon me.” 

The formula by which Saadia endeavored to com- 
bat this decadence was threefold. He wrote direct 
refutations against the attack upon Jewish traditions 
emanating from Karaite and various other heretical 
sources. One of these directly polemical works written 
against a popular critic of Judaism, Hivi al Balkhi, 
has recently been discovered among the relics of 
the famous Cairo Genizah and was published by the 
late Prof. I. Davidson of the Jewish Theological Sem- 
inary in 1915. It is written in rhymed Hebrew prose 
and it refutes a series of specific criticisms which Hivi 
had levelled against traditional Judaism. Saadia also 
endeavored to make available the knowledge of the 
Jewish classics by translation, commentaries and var- 
ious interpretative works, all written in the Arabic 
vernacular. These include his famous translation of 
the Bible, with short interpretative notes as well as an 
elaborate commentary; an introduction to Talmudic 
literature, commentaries on individual tractates of the 
Talmud, a treatise on Talmudic methodology and var- 
ious monographs on specific problems in Jewish law; 
and a new edition of the prayerbook with illuminat- 
ing notes on the history and significance of the liturgy. 
Finally, Saadia offered a systematic exposition of Jew- 
ish theology, principally in his justly famous classic, 
Emunot v-Deot (“Beliefs and Opinions” ). 

Of the greatest interest to us in Saadia is his funda- 
mental ideology. Saadia was a theist, and everything 
he experienced in the world, analyzed to its ultimate 
meaning, implied for him the reality of God, the 
creator who had brought the whole cosmic enterprise 
into existence and who continues to sustain it and 
direct it toward its destiny. 

The importance of Saadia’s theism lies in the hu- 
manistic corollaries which he drew from it. The end 
of all existence, as he appraised it, was the develop- 
ment and cultivation of human life. For man alone 
among all the world’s creatures is endowed with that 
priceless gift of reason which obviously places him 


























May, 1942 


first in the hierarchy of being. Man does not always 
utilize his reason, and he frequently lives his life in 
meanness and error. But that is the price he pays for 
his freedom which enables him to resolve his dilem- 
mas by an act of free choice. Seen against the back- 
ground of his total personality, man justifies the high 
esteem thus placed upon him. 

But man cannot realize his true destiny as a crea- 
ture of reason without the acquisition of the means 
of his material existence. Economic security and a 
happy marriage constitute indispensable prerequisites 
to the flourishing of a really vital spiritual life. Saadia 
is particularly emphatic in calling for social and eco- 
nomic justice as a basis for a healthy flowering of the 
individual or of society. Without adequate means of 
subsistence a person cannot engage in study, charity 
or piety. This subsistence must be achieved through 
one’s own productive work. It would be wrong to ac- 
cept subventions from others so as to be released for 
a concentrated pursuit of religious or cultural life. 
For religion calls for ennobling the world, not with- 
drawing from it. By the acceptance of such subven- 
tions one loses one’s freedom and forfeits one’s stand- 
ing as an influential unit of the social order, who can 
contribute toward molding life in the direction of the 
ideal. 

The sacredness of all human beings as divine 
creatures created by God, is for Saadia one of 
the fundamental imperatives of the religious life. 
Those who “act unjustly in matters of money and 
agreements... destroy the foundations of the world.” 
Greed for economic self-aggrandizement is ultimately 
responsible for “discord, strife, hatred, war . . . the 
cries of orphans and widows and the poor and all 
others who suffer oppression.” Like a fatal disease, 
which may take its toll slowly, such perversities will 
in the end bring disaster to any community in which 
they are allowed to operate. (Emunot v-Deot, ed. 
Leipzig, 1859, pp. 188-197; Fragments of Saadia’s 
Arabic commentary on the Bible, Jewish Quarterly 
Review VI, 1915-16, pp. 377£.) 

The sanctity of human personality is intrinsic to it 
as a divine creation. It is not a derivative of any 
special status which a person happens to enjoy. Saadia 
embraced in this universalism Jews and non-Jews as 
perfectly equal. Thus he extended the Biblical prohi- 
bition against taking usury from a fellow-Jew to apply 
also to a Gentile. Robbing or otherwise injuring a 
Gentile is the same reprehensible crime as when prac- 
ticed against a Jew. 

Certain classic Jewish sources speak of Israel as 
God’s chosen people. But this, Saadia argues, cannot 
mean that God plays favorites with any of his crea- 
tures. “All creatures are His creatures and we may not 
say that He has taken to Himself one to the exclusion 
of the other or to a greater degree than another.” 
Jewish tradition holds Israel to be divinely chosen in 
the sense that it finds in Jewish history the marks of 
God’s love. But God’s love for Israel is only an aspect 
of His general love for all His creatures. They may all 
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therefore be properly designated by the same epithet 
as divinely chosen. For He is a universal God and 
“the worth of each man and his lot are equally prec- 
ious before Him” (Emunot v-Deot, pp. 64£). 

Saadia believed that all the values of the good life 
were included in the mandates of the Torah. Like 
Hillel, he also believed that the Golden Rule was an 
adequate summary of the Torah. And he cited the 
Levitical injunction—‘Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself” with Hillel’s famous illustrative doc- 
trines: “That which is hateful unto thee, do not inflict 
on others”, as a comprehensive formulation of the 
basic doctrines of Judaism (Commentary on Proverbs 
29:19). 

But he also agreed with Hillel that his simple 
definition required an elaborating commentary. 
The entire complex of Jewish traditional doctrine and 
observance is the result of the endeavor to implement 
it in life. Saadia was particularly emphatic in demon- 
strating that the full structure of the 613 precepts 
of tradition is integrally related to the Ten Com- 
mandments. In a long poem intended for the Shabuot 
ritual he grouped these mizvot around the Ten Com- 
mandments and showed the detailed rule flowing 
freely as an application of the most general principle. 

The Torah, as Saadia conceived it, was an eternally 
growing phenomenon. Beginning with the Penta- 
teuch, it was subsequently enriched with the contribu- 
tions of the Prophets and Talmudists. But in every 
generation God sends teachers to represent the truth 
and to combat error. Saadia vigorously combatted the 
Karaite heresy which was built on the thesis that Juda- 
ism was to be arrested at one point in its unfolding— 
the Bible. He pointed out that without the interpre- 
tative elaborations of the Talmud, we should find 
ourselves wholly unable to live by the dictates of the 
Bible alone. How are we to define “labor”, which the 
Bible proscribes on the Sabbath, or by what procedure 
shall we discharge our duty to reverence God? (In- 
troduction to his translations of the Pentateuch). 
Each new layer of traditions is not a negation of the 
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original Biblical text, but part of its continuous ful- 
fillment. 

Saadia was deeply devoted to his people. He lab- 
ored to stimulate a revival in the knowledge of the 
Hebrew language. And he dreamt of a restoration to 
Palestine. But he was not a nationalist, except if we 
define nationalism in religious terms. “Our people is 
a people only by virtue of its adherence to the Torah,” 
he declared. And the Torah was universally valid and 
capable of ultimately becoming the way of life for all 
men. He wrote most of his works in Arabic, and even 
some of his original hymns—for Saadia was a gifted 
poet too—were likewise composed in the Arabic ver- 
nacular. He also fought stubbornly against an at- 
tempt by Palestinian authorities under Ben Meir to 
reestablish Palestinian hegemony over Jewish life 
in the diaspora, following a revival in the Palestinian 
Jewish community after the Moslem occupation of 
the country. 

The future of the world Saadia saw as integrally 
bound up with the future of the Jewish people, and 
both consisted in ordering life by the ideals of the 
Torah. He was confident that in time learning by 
wisdom or by the costlier disciplines of experience, 
men would finally bow to the Torah. The Messianic 
era would then be ushered in with universal concord 
and good-will among all men. 

Saadia engaged in those baffling calculations of the 
Middle Ages to pierce the veil of the future and en- 
deavor to fix the time when this fulfillment was to 
take place. But he counselled his people to hope for 
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it as an imminent possibility and to strive for it ac- 
tively in the persistent quest for life’s ennoblement 
under the ideals of the Torah. As the custodian of the 
Torah, Israel was thus to see itself as a pioneer break- 
ing a trail for the whole world and pointing the way 
to its final redemption. And in the consciousness that 
theirs is the tradition that holds the promise of uni- 
versal redemption, the Jews were to find vindication 
in all the struggles and frustrations that comprise 
their destiny in the drama of temporal history. 

Saadia’s brilliant contributions in these varied fields 
of Jewish learning won for him the much coveted 
office of the rectorship or Gaonate of the Sura aca- 
demy, the most important among the several work- 
shops of study which produced that monument of 
Jewish wisdom and law, the Talmud. It was the 
administration of this office that brought him into 
tragic grief, for he became involved in a bitter contro- 
versy with the political leader of Babylonian Jewry, 
the Exilarch David Ben Sakkai, whom Saadia accused 
of corrupt behavior. In the course of this controversy 
Saadia was deposed from his office and lived a number 
of years in complete retirement. There was a final 
reconciliation between the two, but Saadia remained a 
disillusioned man. 

Saadia died in 942, exactly a thousand years ago. 
The current widespread observance of his anniversary 
and the renewed interest in his works testify that his 
struggles and failures were but of the moment, while 
his legacy of learning and wisdom is of all time. 


THE JEWISH NEEDLE TRADE 


by Joseph Schlossberg 


5 ewe NAME of the sweatshop originated in Eng- 
land, but this peculiar institution, in its broadest 
sense, developed in the United States. 

From 1850 on, the Irish predominated in the tail- 
oring industry in New York City. In 1865 Swedes 
began to come. Germans came in the 1880's. The 
pogroms and anti-Jewish laws in Russia sent large 
numbers of Jews into the American sweatshops from 
the 1880’s on. Then came the Italians and a large 
number of other groups. There are nearly thirty 
national and racial groups in the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America, and a still larger 
number in the International Ladies’ Garment Work- 
ers’ Union. The Jewish group in the needle trades is 
now the largest but is steadily diminishing; the Ital- 
ian, the next largest and steadily increasing. 

The Jewish immigrants began to form unions soon 
after their arrival. In the past several years a number 
of Jewish local unions in New York, in the men’s and 
women’s garment industries, celebrated their fifti- 
eth anniversaries. In 1938 the United Hebrew 
Trades of New York reached its half century mark. 


Now the great needle trades organizations are among 
the most powerful and most constructive labor unions 
in the country. 

A very intelligent and comprehensive review of 
the development of organized labor in the garment 
industries is presented by Joel Seidman in “The 
Needle Trades” published by Farrar and Rinehart 
(356 pp., $2.50). It contains a maximum of useful 
information, well organized. 

To one who has himself participated in making the 
history of the needle trades, a glance back is particu- 
larly fascinating. Chronologically we are fifty-sixty 
years older; socially, we are in a new world. The past 
half century moved faster and changed much more 
radically than any similar period before. 

The name of the place where the Jewish immig- 
rants offered themselves “for hire,” looked for jobs, 
and where clothes and food of unknown age and 
quality were sold to them, must have been invented 
by one with a sadistic delight for pranks: it was called 
Chazer Mark, that is, Pig Market. Hester and Essex 
Streets were that place. A few blocks south, on Mon- 
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roe and Cherry Streets, Jewish beards were plucked 
and stones thrown at Jewish heads by “Americans.” 
In those conditions the sweatshops produced gar- 
ments and tuberculosis. 

The Jewish sweatshop workers were “good strikers 
but poor union men.” They were “good strikers” be- 
cause there was always an abundance of grievances. 
The strike was more than a means of redress: it was 
an occasion for silent people to become articulate and 
pour out their hearts. They were “poor union men” 
because they still had to learn the technique of organ- 
izing and maintaining unions. The School of Hard 
Knocks either knocks sense into one’s heads or breaks 
one’s head. The sweatshop workers learned sense and 
used it well. 

In the history of the needle trades in New York City 
several dates stand out as milestones on the road from 
the sweatshop jungle to the highway of decent indus- 
trial relations, such as the years 1890 and 1910 in the 
cloak industry, 1913 and 1919 in the men’s clothing 
industry, and several other red letter dates. The 
struggle was always on, with alternating success, fail- 
ure, betrayal and final victory. 

The invincible power which has raised the seem- 
ingly ignorant and helpless polyglot mass to a place 
among the best organized workers in the country, 
with high labor standards, is the strong spirit of ideal- 
ism. There is a tendency in some quarters to contrast 
the practical work of today with the “futile” idealism 
of the past. But that idealism made the present 
achievements possible. The idealism of the pioneer 
always seemed useless to the “practical” mind. That 
idealism did more than pioneering work. It lives to- 
day and sustains the labor movement. The public is 
not aware of it, because it does not make newspaper 
“copy.” “Practical” people sneer at it because it does 
not look good in good society. The idealists, usually 
silent, inarticulate, “seeing but unseen,” furnish that 
vital force which enables the labor organization to 
survive defeats and win victories. No strike has ever 
been won without it. 

Recently the newspapers featured a report that the 
dress makers’ Joint Board of New York had entered 
into an agreement with the employers to undertake a 
vigorous and costly campaign in order to make the 
industry efficient and keep it from leaving New York 
to seek sweatshops out of town. The wastefulness of 
the garment trades is notorious. By reducing waste it 
is possible to increase wages and profits without rais- 
ing prices. 

“Lefts,” who speak of the class struggle without 
understanding its meaning, may have denounced the 
dress agreement as “collaboration” and a “deviation” 
from the traditional lines. Those employers who de- 
nounce organized labor without wanting to under- 
stand it, must have been startled. If both groups had 
taken the trouble to familiarize themselves with the 
history of this union, or any other, they would have 
had no cause for surprise or shock. The waistmakers’, 
cloakmakers’, men’s clothing workers’, cap makers’, 
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and all needle trade organizations from the great 
lockout of 1890 to our own time, have sought agree- 
ments with the employers for the raising and stabili- 
zation of labor standards. It was the employers who 
had fought those efforts, in the shops, press, courts 
and legislature, resorting even to the strong arm 
gentry. The waist and other garment manufacturers 
now accept union programs, because despite all oppo- 
sition and persecution, including murder charges 
(cloakmaker union officials, 1916), organized labor 
has become strong. It is in the industry to stay. As a 
result, employers of union labor support the union’s 
position against non-union employers, as, per ex- 
ample, at the N. R. A. hearings several years ago. 
The Unions are now the most effective stabilizing 
agency in industry. 

A student of our times may arrive at the conclusion 
that the labor movement is now the best friend Amer- 
ican Capitalism has. The labor movement is vitally 
interested in improving working and living condi-. 
tions. That is what the movement is there for. Im- 
proved conditions make living under capitalism more 
tolerable. Stabilization is imperative. No labor move- 
ment—no civilization, for that matter—can function 
effectively in chaos. Trade unionism has never pro- 
fessed a social philosophy or ultimate aims. Samuel 
Gompers coined the phrase of “trade unionism pure 
and simple.” The C. I. O. may paraphrase it and 
speak of “industrial unionism pure and simple.” 

The needle trades unions function in our industrial 
society as it is. Their job is to promote and protect the 
interest of the workers. They can do it only with 
available implements. In the given set-up, and with 
the instruments at hand, they are doing their job ef- 
ficiently. The abolition of the sweatshop by the 
needle trade unions is an achievement of such magni- 
tude that we are unable fully to appreciate it; it is too 
recent. 


Does this mean that the social ideals which have 
motivated some of us in our public activities for many 
years are to be discarded? No, on the contrary, those 
ideals have greater significance now than ever in the 
past. German Nazism, Italian Fascism, the war, the 
report of the Temporary National Economic Com- 
mittee of the United States Senate, proclaim the fact 
that our social order is changing. Our civilization will 
have a different face when the war is over. 
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A BRIEF FOR INTERNATIONAL REALISM 


PEACE BY POWER, by LIONEL M. GELBER, Oxford 
University Press, New York, 1942, $1.50 


When the historians of the future ponder the record of 
the present war, the wiser among them will divert some of 
their attention from the record of battles and diplomatic 
offensives and turn it upon the ideas that were being 
propagated and expounded in the midst of the greatest crisis 
humanity has ever faced. Attention will have to be given to 
the death-blow struck at the defense mentality by Lt.-Col. 
Kernan. Even greater attention will have to be given to 
those who carefully and judiciously considered the issues of 
the war, and the nature of the peace to follow. 

Mr. Lionel Gelber, a prominent young Canadian historian 
and lecturer, has written such a book. It is significant that up 
to now it has received less attention in the United States 

ethan it has in Canada and Great Britain. For we have been 
at war for a matter of a few months. Right down deep, we 
are only beginning to realize the all-embracing nature of 
this war. We still cling to some peacetime luxuries, among 
them stereotypes in place of ideas, stereotypes that brook of 
no reconsideration, no searching analysis. Those who have 
formed strong emotional or sentimental attachements to 
their stereotype are not advised to read Mr. Gelber’s book. 

Looking at it realistically, says Mr. Gelber, we are fighting 
to maintain the balance of power. Liberals have been taught 
since childhood that the balance of power is a mean, 
insidious thing. But this author points out that the human 
race benefited immensely from the fact that western democ- 
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racy, especially Britain, held the balance of power for so 
long. We are fighting to create a brand-new society, say the 
liberals. What new society? asks Mr. Gelber. The liberals 
hema bit and then they haw and they say, Well, we are not 
fighting to maintain the status quo. The liberals who were 
weaned on a contempt for balance of power cut their teeth 
on destesting the status quo. Mr. Gelber shatters this 
clay pigeon by sanely asserting that we are fighting to keep 
that horrible old status quo. Only when we have assured its 
continuance can we revise it and build on top of it. 


We must never have another Versailles. Who must never 
have another Versailles? Czechoslovakia? For all their un- 
deniable mistakes the Czechs managed to build an imposing 
edifice in the true spirit of democracy based on the Versailles 
settlement. And if we had not made it a sacred duty to undo 
or destroy Versailles we might have realized sooner what 
Nazism and German militant nationalism meant. 


The solution is simple and straightforward. Power must 
be regained and maintained by the West. “Power . . . is the 
deciding factor in international affairs... In the hands of 
the West, even though they falter, power will be employed 
in one fashion; in German hands it will be employed in an- 
other.” We must allow nationalism to assert itself, but 
within the bounds of the power of a real international 
organization. Germany must not be allowed to assert her 
hegemony, because since 1870 Germany has been Europe’: 
chronic source of evil. This could be done by redividing 
Germany into smaller states. In theory this is denying to 
the Germans the right of national assertion; in practice the 
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Germans have consistently removed that right from others. 
To allow Germany the right is to destroy the right. 

It is not suggested that the basic view advanced in Mr. 
Gelber’s book can be accepted by thinking liberals. But it is 
a lucid, intelligent and concise presentation of the more 
conservative point of view and as such deserves more than 
passing attention. Mosks Z. FRANK. 


FEUCHTWANGER’S CHANGE OF HEART 


JOSEPHUS AND THE EMPEROR. by LION FEUCHT- 
WANGER. New York, 1942. Viking Press. 446 pages. 
$2.75. 


This is the final volume of a trilogy of which the first two 
books, entitled Josephus and The Jew of Rome, have already 
appeared. 

The Josephus trilogy is undoubtedly Feuchtwanger’s 
major effort in this field, in which he is an acknowledged 
master. One cannot say, however, that by tripling the size 
of his novel Feuchtwanger has succeeded in raising its 
literary calibre to a higher classification. Josephus remains 
a larger version of the one-volume Jud Suess (Power, to 
use its English title); it does not become a compeer of the 
long sociological and philosophical novels of Rolland, Ro- 
mains, Mann and others. 

As a romance, the Josephus trilogy, and not least of all 
this last volume, accomplishes the notable feat of being 
almost as lively and as dynamic over a thousand pages and 
upward as Power was over about four hundred. Although 
the trilogy suffers somewhat from the ambition to illuminate 
vast, complex events pregnant with history, it still remains 
uniformly colorful, witty, dramatic, and spirited. 


Feuchtwanger, in the Josephus books, again succeeds 
in evoking the type of romantic picaresque character which 
he has made peculiarly his own. He should almost have an 
established claim by now to the clever, intellectual Jew as a 
romantic hero with his equivocal behavior compounded out 
of sentimentality and cynical shrewdness, of personal ambi- 
tion and intellectual idealism, with his attraction for women 
and princes, his flamboyant public successes and his inevit- 
able defeat, tinctured with a quieter glory. 

Unfortunately, the romantic Jew falls somewhat flat in 
the context in which Josephus has to do his stuff. In this 
trilogy, Feuchtwanger is dealing not with the petty back- 
water intrigues of a major duchy, but with events of “world- 
wide” interest at the time of his book, and of decisive im- 
portance for subsequent history. The effort to make the life 
and character of Josephus the focal point from which this 
is related, after all, fails. 

Feuchtwanger’s observations about the history of the 
Jews in Josephus’ times are of twofold interest. First, 
because of the author’s gradually changing attitude over a 
period of a decade on the problems involved when a small 
nation rebels against the domination of a great Empire. 
Second, because, to a certain extent, Feuchtwanger is capable 
of expressing a Jewish point-of-view of ancient and Euro- 
pean history. 

Regarding the first point, Josephus and the Emporer takes 
a clearly different stand from Josephus or even The Jew 
of Rome. In the first book of the trilogy, and even in the 
second, Feuchtwanger had little sympathy for the rebellion 
of the Jews against Rome. It is pictured as a foolish enter- 
prise, being not only impractical, but contrary to the inter- 
ests of civilization: it arose in the name of a retrograde idea, 
nationalism, and opposed the progressive, universalist tend- 
ency represented by the Roman Empire, and by the Jews 
who sought to make terms with it. Among the latter Feucht- 
wanger includes Josephus together with Johanan ben Zakai. 

The leaders of the rebellion are of three types, as Feucht- 
wanger sees them: persons like Simon bar Giora, of whom 
little is said except that he had fanatical faith, fought 
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bravely, killed other Jews, and was executed at Rome; 
Josephus himself, who joined the rebellion partly on senti- 
mental grounds—but mainly because of his ambition, and 
who abandoned the rebellion when hunger and exhaustion 
quenched his sentiments, and his ambition could be better 
advanced by the Romans; finally Johanan of Giskhala, the 
only honest, sensible man of them all, who according to 
Feuchtwanger was no silly “national hero” but a downright 
farmer who joined the fight because Roman rule was de- 
pressing the price of olive oil. 


Running through the whole trilogy, however, and particu- 
larly pronounced in the latest book, is an opposite view, 
which sees a certain splendor in the Jewish revolt. This 
viewpoint emerges with growing strength in the present 
volume. In Josephus and the Emporer a post-climax is 
reached in the philosophy towards which the trilogy was 
steering in the first two volumes. The rational and universal- 
istic attitude which on the whole Feuchtwanger seems to 
find most adequate brings its chief exemplars Justus of 
Tiberias, John of Giskhala and Flavius Josephus to a dead 
end, at least, in their personal lives. The naive and probably 
irrational loyalty to group freedom of the Zealots appears 
in Feuchtwanger’s last volume as a more vital and perman- 
ent principle of individual conduct than the cosmopolitan- 
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ism of Josephus and Justus. Even in Josephus and the 
Emperor, however, Feuchtwanger has not yet apparently 
quite come to the point of recognizing that the survival of 
small groups is an historically valid principle. 

The second point of interest in this trilogy, as in other 
works by Feuchtwanger, is the fact that the author is capable 
of using Jewish sources for Jewish history. The “sacred 
history” of the Jews has become set in hardened stereotyped 
forms which have never given consideration to the Jewish 
version of the story. While he certainly does not represent 
a “national” Jewish viewpoint, nevertheless Feuchtwanger’s 
acquaintance with Jewish sources makes his account freer 
and less banal than the ordinary story of the Pharisees and 
the Christians, the Zealots and the Romans. Over and above 
this, and probably, from the author’s viewpoint, more im- 
portant, it enables the writer to surround his tale with use- 
ful “local color” and detail. 

BEN HALPERN 


LOVE AND EMANCIPATION 


THE RENEGADE, by Lupwic LEWISOHN, 333 pp, The 
Jewish Publication Society, 1942. $2.50 


Illicit love is a perfectly legitimate subject for a novel, 
and so is love between a Jewish young man and a Christian 
lady. But what has it got to do with the problem of Jewish 
Emancipation? It is a puzzling enough question, but it be- 
comes even more so when one has read—and thoroughly 
enjoyed—Ludwig Lewisohn’s latest novel. 


It is a delightful book, the most exquisite, perhaps 
even the best, of Lewisohn’s novels. The style is superb, 
free from the heavy archaic euphemisms charactriestic of 
much of Lewisohn’s writing, and possessing all the charm, 
the rhythm and the richness of Lewisohn at his best. The 
story moves well and is full of warmth. I do not hesitate to 
recommend the novel highly, but I cannot see any organic 
connection between the problem of enlightenment and 
emancipation in the eighteenth century on the one hand, 
and the love story on the other. The former is today a very 
timely topic and any attempt to deal with it in fiction ought 
to be welcomed, especially when the attempt is made by so 
eminently qualified a writer as Lewisohn who knows and 
understands all the cultural, historic and psychological 
ramifications of the problem. But the love story simply does 
not belong there. And yet, it is the love story which makes 
the book such pleasant reading. 

The Jews of Western Europe at the end of the eighteenth 
century were looking to the break of a new day where 
equality, liberty and justice would prevail and where there 
would be no discrimination between Jew and non-Jew. In 
preparation for that day they were ready to give up much of 
their Jewish individuality and Jewish dignity. Today many 
of us, certainly Ludwig Lewisohn, think it was a mistake. 
How did this come about? What were the debates, the 
struggles, if any, which went on within Western Jewry 
during that time? What relation, if any, was there between 
the movement for enlightenment and emancipation in the 
West and the religious revival brought by the Hassidic 
. movement in the East? 

The novel touches on all these problems, for the most 
part in soliloquies, discussions and somewhat forced events 
and situations. One gets the atmosphere of the period and 
the breath of the problems, but not in the earthy, substantial 
way one expects of a good novel. The people do not live so 
much as they talk or are talked about. 

The hero’s own story is more alive. Is it the story of Eman- 
cipation or the story of a love affair? It ought to have been 
the former, but it turned out to be the latter. There is a very 
real love story in the book, the story of a most touching and 
most ardent love of an unmarried Jew for a married Gentile 
woman. 
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Jean Vidal lives in the Christian world as a Christian 
nobleman who owns a castle in the vicinity of Marguerite’s 
castle and they meet in the garden. Then something hap- 
pens and Jean loses Marguerite. He goes back to his people 
a chastened Jew, but he cannot forget Marguerite, not even 
though beautiful and clever Chava is obviously in love with 
him. Then something else happens, Marguerite’s husband 
dies, Jean is in the prison of a Polish nobleman and threat- 
ened with death, Marguerite comes to save him, and Jean- 
Joshua Vidal, now a convinced follower of the Hassidic saint 
Rabbi Levi Isaac of Berditchev, marries Marguerite who has 
been converted to Judaism, with the blessing of Jean's 
venerable grandfather and the great rabbi Levi Isaac. The 
couple goes to live in the West Indies. 

One cannot escape the impression that the book has a 
message and that the message is a dual one, part negative, 
part affirmative. It denies emancipation and modern 
enlightenment, but it affirms love, particularly the love of a 
Jew for a non-Jewess who is married. It is an old message | 
of Ludwig Lewisohn. I first read it in Mid-Channel. But I i 
still think that the two parts of it have nothing to do with 
each other except that Mr. Lewisohn chooses to put them 
together. i 

Let me say again that I thoroughly enjoyed reading the 
novel. It has more than style, it has the makings of a rich 
historic novel. If I refuse to take the message seriously and 
if I think the novel lacks meat, I nevertheless find the mere 
sketch of the historic problems contained in the book good 
reading. And it is a beautiful love story. 

M. REICHENSTEIN. 
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e 
League for Labor Palestine 
ANNAN GA 


Remittances to date for the Educa- 
tion and Publications Fund are: Al- 
bany, A. D. Gordon Chapter—$50.00; 
Baltimore, Hashomer, $50.00; Balti- 
more, Brandeis, $10.00; Detroit Coun- 
cil, $200.00; Newark, Polevski Chap- 
ter, $76.00; Springfield, $150,00; 
Washington, $30.00; New York City, 
Manhattan, $140.00; Utrecht, $89.50; 
Kadimah, $15.00. With miscellaneous 
the Greater New York totals to 
$272.90. Over-all total, including sev- 
eral small contributions, is $856.90. 
Two of the New York chapters, Man- 
hattan and Social Workers, found a 
Theatre Party a successful medium for 
raising part of their quota for the Ed- 
ucation and Publications Fund. They 
each netted $75.00 in this manner. 


Items on the New York Geverkshaf- 
ten Campaign in the League thus far: 
Bronx, $884.00; Brooklyn, $164.00; 
Manhattan, $224.00; Social Workers, 
New York, $148.00. 


Office of Field Director—In New 
York, a reception was tendered to Mr. 
Radinsky, April 15. Rabbi Maurice 
Eisendrath was the guest speaker. Mr. 
Radinsky will speak at the Syracuse 
Chapter Installation Dinner, April 28. 
A trip into Canada may be in the off- 
ing. 

Rabbi Eisendrath’s tour has been 
completed. A highlight was his visit 
to Baltimore for the opening of the 
Histadrut Campaign. His address was 
enthusiastically received by an audi- 
ence of over 700 people. 


From the League Co-operative Book 
Service: For every three books pur- 
chased, there will be a bonus—a fourth 
book. 
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1942 LEAGUE CONVENTION 


May 29-31 e New York City 


Convention Headquarters: 
Hotel Park Central, 55th Street 
and 7th Avenue 
Convention Chairman: 
Mrs. Helen Samuels Stein 
Convention Hostess: 
Miss Frances Wasserman 


Convention Program 
Friday, May 29, 8 p.m.— 
ONEG SHABBAT 
“Histadrut and Winning the War” 
(Speaker to be announced ) 
“Histadrut and Winning the Peace” 
RABBI JACOB J. WEINSTEIN 


Saturday, May 30 
2 p.m. Panel Discussion: 
“Has American Jewish Youth 
Failed?” 
“American Jewish Youth and 
Labor Palestine” 
8 p.m. Official Opening of Con- 
vention: 
President’s Key-note Address 
“A Liberal Looks at Labor Pal- 
estine” 
Musical Program 


Sunday, May 31 


10 a.m. Committee meetings 
1 p. m. Luncheon to Delegates 

by National Labor Commit- 
tee for Palestine 

2:30 p.m. Closing Session of 
Convention 
Reports of Committees 
Election of Officers 
Resolutions 








A book to be ordered right now: 

HENRIETTA SZOLD—LIFE AND 
LETTERS—by MARVIN LOWENTHAL. 
Price $3.00. 


Cultural: In Chicago, on April 26, 
a city-wide rally is taking place. The 
program is planned in three sessions: 
(a) Labor Palestine and Winning the 
War, to be followed by a new movie, 
“Palestine at War”; (b) Dinnerette— 
Symposium, “What Labor Palestine 
Means to Me”; (c) “Labor Palestine 
and Winning the Peace”, Rabbi Jacob 
J. Weinstein. The committee in charge 
is headed by Mr. Reuben Zetland. 


The Social Workers Chapter of New 
York—Concluding talk of their forum 
series took place April 22. Miss Shul- 
amith Schwartz spoke on the “Jewish 
Social Work Program in Palestine.” 
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“Certainly glad I stop at recognized hotels on 
my many business trips. Once, serious illness 


developed suddenly at home. Though 


forwarding address I was easily traced to my 
hotel by phone.” D. B., Rochester, New York. 
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Fifth Histadrut Convention 
Greeted By American Labor 
The Fifth Histadrut Convention, 
opening in Tel Aviv on April 19th, ex- 
actly six years after the outburst of the 
Arabic disturbances and the first to be 
held during the war, was greeted for 
the first time by the two major labor 
movements in the United States, the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
Congress for Industrial Organization. 


The N.L.C. also cabled the Histadrut, 
stating: 


National Labor Committee for 
Palestine representing half million 
members trade unions and folk 
organizations extends to Histadrut 
Convention greetings and assur- 
ance of full solidarity utmost fi- 
nancial and moral cooperation in 
this world emergency. American 
Jewish masses mobilizing against 
totalitarianism hail upbuilding of 
Jewish National Home and heroic 
efforts of labor Palestine on our 
common democratic front. On- 
ward to victory. 

SCHLOSSBERG, FEINSTONE 

ZARITSKY, HAMLIN 


Similar felicitations were sent by the 
United Hebrew Trades, Zionist Organ- 
ization of America, Poale Zion Zeire 
Zion, Pioneer Women’s Organization 
and many other American friends of 
Labor Palestine. 


Third Seder In New York 
Thrills Large Audience 

Gathered in the Grand Ballrooms of 
the Hotel Astor and the Hotel Com- 
modore on Sunday, April 5th, 5,000 
co-workers and guests of the N.L.C. 
celebrated the 10th annual “Third 
Seder” which has become a folk tradi- 
tion in New York, climaxing the His- 
tadrut drive. $125,000 was yielded 
by the affair, which was attended by 
a true cross-section of organized Jew- 
ish communal life and labor circles. 
The principal speakers were Senator 
Elbert D. Thomas, of Utah, David Ben 
Gurion and Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 
Greetings were extended by Israel 
Mereminski, Joseph Schlossberg, Mor- 


_ ris Feinstone, David Pinski, Samuel 
- Bonchek and Sol Burstein. Isaac Ham- 


lin reported on the achievements of the 
New York organizations affiliated with 
the drive. Hayim Greenberg acted as 
toastmaster at the Hotel Astor and 
Louis Segal at the Hotel Commodore. 

A special feature of the Seder was 
the dramatic presentation “Proclaim 
Liberty!”, dedicated to the kindred free 
spirits of America and Jewry. Written 
by Abraham Regelson, the sketch was 


directed by Zvee Scooler, and music 
was arranged by Sholom Secunda. Dis- 
tinguished actors and singers consti- 
tuted the cast. 


Cincinnati Host to Regional 
Labor Palestine Conference 


Initiating a new venture in the Ohio 
region, the Cincinnati Labor Zionist 
movement has convoked a conference 
of organizations and community repre- 
sentatives to be held on May 2 and 3. 
Dr. Samuel Wohl is head of the ar- 
fangements committee which plans 
several intensive sessions on the role of 
Histadrut in modern Jewish life. Prin- 
cipal speakers will be Hayim Green- 
berg, Baruch Zuckerman, Dr. May 


. Bere and Abraham Dickenstein. 


Baltimore Drive 
In Full Swing 

Opening with a rally of 500 cam- 
paign workers on April 12th, the 1942 
Histadrut drive in Baltimore is under 
way with $20,000 as its goal. Rabbi 
Maurice Eisendrath was guest speaker 
at the meeting where the initial $6,000 
was reported. A feature of the drive 
was a radio broadcast over Station 
WITH, presented by the Habonim, 
who dramatized the work of the His- 
tadrut in wartime. A second broadcast 
was slated for April 21st, with all cam- 
paigners gathered around a radio to 
hear it. Abraham Dickenstein is sched- 
uled to address the April 28th rally, 
and Isaac Hamlin the one on May 5th. 


Detroit Winds Up 
Successful Campaign 

With 2,500 persons filling the 
Windsor Theater for the major Histad- 
rut rally of the year, the 1942 Detroit 
drive reached its climax. Mrs. Walter 
C. Lowdermilk, wife of the eminent 
soil scientist, who visited Palestine a 
few years ago, enthusiastically reported 
on the remarkable achievements of the 
labor settlements. Israel Mereminski 
delivered the principal address, 
while Morris Shaver presided. Harry 
Schumer reported that $25,000 had 
been remitted to the national office, 
and another substantial check was anti- 
cipated shortly. Emma Shaver and 
Sidor Belarsky provided the musical 
program. A. H. Kushinsky again dir- 
ected the successful campaign. 


Histadrut Campaigns 
In Mexico and Cuba 

The Jewish community of Mexico 
conducted a Histadrut campaign in 
April, and the opening guns of the 
drive will be fired in Havana, Cuba, 
during the month of May, according 
to latest reports from these southern 
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neighbors. The interest in Labor Pales- 
tine has steadily mounted in Latin 
American countries. Preparations are 
under way for a full scale drive in 
Argentina. 
CEE ee ER rt, 
CEJWIN for Boys 
for Girls CAMPS 
IN THE CATSKILL MOUNTAINS 
Port Jervis, N. Y. 
Established 1919 
Ideal Jewish Camps 


Land and water sports, aesthetic activities, 
cultural influences. Sabbath observance. 
Operated on a non-commercial basis. 
Send for Descriptive Booklet. 
Rates: $200 for nine week season; 
shorter periods proportionately. 


A. P. SCHOOLMAN, Director 
125 East 85th St., N. Y. C. 
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May, 1942 
IN THE POALE ZION 


As one of the constituent members 
of the American Emergency Commit- 
tee for Zionist Affairs, the Poale-Zion 
has been making active preparations 
for participation in the Extraordinary 
Zionist Conference which will convene 
in New York on May 9th, 10th and 
llth. This Conference, the first of its 
kind in America, will discuss current 
political problems and questions of in- 
ternal Zionist organization and educa- 
tion. 


The entire membership of the Cen- 
tral Committee will participate in the 
Conference. In addition the Poale Zion 
has received 75 additional seats which 
have been allocated among the bran- 
ches throughout the United States, and 
the organizations affiliated with the 
Poale Zion. Elections of delegates have 
been taking place in all communities 
which have been granted representa- 
tion and a full delegation is expected to 
be present. Prior to the Conference 
there will be a meeting of the entire 
Central Committee, including mem- 
bers who are not residents of New 
York who are in the city for the Con- 
ference. 


The 10th Anniversary issue of the 
Yiddisher Kemfer will appear during 
the month of May. It will be in the 
form of a 200 page volume of articles 
and essays covering the entire range of 
contemporary Jewish and general so- 
cial problems and literature. In various 
communities arrangements are being 
made for appropriate celebrations of 
the event. 


At a recent city-wide meeting in 
New York, David Ben Gurion, chair- 
man of the Executive of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, spoke, giving his 
views on the progress of the war and 
the organizational needs of American 
Zionism. The last meeting discussed 
the problems and implications of the 
forthcoming Zionist Conference, and 
elected the New York delegates to the 
Conference. Previously the Metropoli- 
tan Branch had heard Alex Rose, State 
Secretary of the American Labor Party, 
talk on the subject “Inside Labor.” 


The last in the series of forums 
sponsored by the Metropolitan Branch, 
together with the Metropolitan Coun- 
cil of the League for Labor Palestine, is 
scheduled for Sunday evening May 3, 
at the Pennsylvania Hotel. The subject 
is “Do American Jews Practice Democ- 
racy”? This will be a round-table dis- 
cussion on the desirability and practica- 
bility of developing truly democratic 
institutions and practices in Jewish 
community life. 


PIONEER WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATION 


Special Convention Journal 

The Convention Committee of the 
National Executive is working inten- 
sively on all phases of the program of 
the 8th national convention to be held 
at the Book-Cadillac Hotei, Detroit, 
June 10-14th. The Detroit committee 
is making all necessary preparations to 
receive the large delegation expected 
from clubs throughout the United 
States and Canada. A special souvenir 
journal containing a number of im- 
portant articles, as well as greetings 
from clubs and the various branches of 
the Labor-Zionist movement, is to be 
published in conjunction with the con- 
vention. 


Mother’s Day Drive 

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10th, 
will be the occasion for a nation-wide 
campaign on behalf of the children of 
Palestine. A special call has been issued 
by the national office to the 235 clubs 
urging all Pioneer Women to trans- 
form all Mother’s Day gifts into con- 
tributions for the children’s services of 
the Working Women’s Council in Pal- 
estine. The Council is making every 
effort to expand its children’s services, 
such as kindergartens, nurseries, after- 
noon clubs, summer play camps, etc. 
All funds raised by Pioneer Women’s 
clubs in connection with Mother’s Day 
will be used to help carry out this 
program. 
“Struma” Grove to Be Planted 
In Pioneer Women’s Forest 

As an expression of the deep sorrow 
and indignation of its entire member- 
ship at the “Struma” catastrophe, the 
National Executive has decided to is- 
sue a call to the clubs to plant a grove 
of 1,000 trees in its forest in Palestine 
in memory of the 762 Rumanian-Jew- 
ish refugees who perished with the ill- 
fated vessel. 


Yehudith Simchonit 
Back In the East 

Yehudith Simchonit, Palestine dele- 
gate of the Pioneer Women’s Organ- 
ization, has returned from a most suc- 
cessful transcontinental tour. Follow- 
ing her intensive program on the Paci- 
fic Coast, her trip was brought to a close 
with a three-day visit to Minneapolis 
and St. Paul. She will now devote her 
activities to the Eastern region. During 
the month of May she is to be the guest 
speaker at outstanding affairs in Tren- 
ton, Washington, New York, Roches- 
ter, Syracuse, Buffalo, Philadelphia, 
Bayonne and towns in the vicinity of 
New York. 


Conferences 


The Pioneer Women’s Organization 
will be represented at the Convention 
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of the Zionist Emergency Committee 
on May 9-11 in New York and at the 
national emergency conference called 
by the American Jewish Congress for 
May 16, 17 and 18 in Chicago. 


War Efforts 

Clubs everywhere have organized to 
participate as units in defense activities 
and are doing their share in Red Cross 
work, air raid precautions services, 
community service, salvaging of essen- 
tial materials, etc. Various training 
classes have been formed under the 
leadership of special committees set up 
to conduct the defense program adopt- 
ed by all clubs. Many thousands of 
dollars of war savings bonds have al- 
ready been sold. 


Canadian Clubs Transmit 
$11,000 to Palestine 

The Canadian clubs have been very 
active this season in every phase of 
their program, and have already sent 
$11,000 directly to the Working Wom- 
en’s Council in Palestine. 


Tenth Anniversary 
Of the Yiddisher Kemfer 

In response to the call sent out by 
the National Executive, many clubs and 
individual members have already sent 
in their greetings for the Tenth anni- 
versaty issue of the Yiddisher Kemfer, 
to be published this month. A special 
Pioneer Women’s section of greetings 
will be included in this issue. 


Passover Celebrations 

Passover was widely observed by 
Pioneer Women’s clubs this year. Link- 
ing the holiday of national Jewish de- 
liverance with the present-day struggle 
for the upbuilding of Palestine, special 
programs were carried through all over 
the country. 


Pamphlets 

During the past month the follow- 
ing pamphlets were sent to the clubs: 
(1) Passover Bulletin (in Yiddish and 
English). (2) Three lectures by Marie 
Syrkin on: (a) The Background of 
Socialist-Zionism, (b) Moses Hess, 
(c) Theodor Herzl. (3) Biographical 
sketches (in Yiddish) of Saadia Gaon, 
Leon Pinsker, Perez Smolenskin, Prof. 
H. Graetz. 
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Helping to build a sturdier nation! 


Ok, 





Mothers! You Owe It To Your Baby To Taste His Food 


You undoubtedly insist upon 
delicious foods for the family 
—but has it ever occurred to 
you to taste your baby’s food? 
Open a tin of Heinz Strained 
Foods! Look at the appetiz- 
ing color and smooth texture 
—note that wholesome flavor. 
The natural zest of choice 
fruits and vegetables is re- 
tained by Heinz insistence 
on freshness— Heinz scien- 
tific cooking and packing. 


For baby’s sake, make this 
test soon! Taste any one of 
Heinz Strained Foods and 
the same variety of another 
brand. If Heinz food doesn’t 
taste better, mail both labels 
to us with your written criti- 
cism and receive from us the 


full price of both tins! 


THESE TWO SEALS 
MEAN PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR BABY 


E HAVE FAITH in a future for our 

/ country even greater than its 

past! This future depends upon the 

vigor of our children. And the best of 

health depends in part upon the best 
of foods. 


It is our sincere belief that the highly 
nutritious foods made available to mil- 
lions of American babies by years of 
research, care and skill will help to build, 
stronger men and women twenty years 
from now. 


ONLY HEINZ BABY FOODS ARE BACKED 
BY A 73-YEAR TRADITION OF QUALITY 


For seventy-three years quality has been the 
guiding principle in the preparation of Heinz 
57 Varieties. And today, more than ever 
before, we consider it an obligation —and 
privilege—to provide foods of high nutri- 
tional value for the babies of America. We 
sincerely consider it our duty to help the busy 
mothers of today rear the strong, reliant 
nation of tomorrow. 

Mothers — get your copy of the helpful booklet, 

“To Make Life Easier For Mothers.’’ Send lab- 

els from 3 tins of Heinz Strained Foods (or 10c) 

to H. J. Heinz Co., Dept. J, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

This offer good only in U.S. A. 





APPROVED! 

14 HEINZ STRAINED FOODS 
10 HEINZ JUNIOR FOODS 
are endorsed by the 
UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH 
CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA 


Look for the (U) seal of approval 
on the label 











Heinz Junior Foods are highly nutritive. Unstrained 
and mildly seasoned, they are designed to bridge the 
gap between Strained Foods and family meals. 


Del ready-to-serve Strained Foods. \ 


uum protective enamel-lined tins; vita 
mins a inerals are retained in high degre« 








